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, G5S. 
LESaONS IN MA88A0EB. 



!• Thb Intbodvctiok* 

Tbm iMsOof, willed the Ttorfcish GoTernment has^ cooreycd to its If aho*> 
meUm subjeets by itet condaot since last May in iht matter of the Bulgariatt 
jAwaigi oannet be more pithily or laore aecurately expressed than in the 
th]<ee short Snglish i?(Hrds, ''Db it again." My charge is, that this lesson 
"was eonreyed ; and net only conYeyed, bnt intended to be conveyed ; that 
it iff as plain, as if it had been set fcffth expressly in a Firman of the Sultaa, 
or a Fetwa of the Sheik ool Islam. To comprehend aright this great lesson 
in Maesaere, we mnst look at the facts as a whole, and must caref ally scruti- 
nise the details in themselves, as well as in their bearing one upon another. 
If may seem that one^ who is no more than a private individual, is guilty of 
presumption in dealing with so great and perilous a question. But I have 
a great ihith in the power of opinion, of the opinion of civilised and Christian 
Europe. It etxtt remove ntountains. I have seen this in the recent past ; 
and I seem to see it in no distant future. 

BtK months ago, England and Europe had just learned, upon official 
aifthorlty, the reality and extent of the Massacres, and of the outrages far 
worse than Massacre, in Bulgaria. Over and above the horrors of the per- 
petiKtien, there was ground tbr the darkest surmises as to the seat of the 
ultimate reqM»isibtIity for those fiendish crimes. Miscreants, fnlally 
pfofiolneDi in the pieeeedings, had been decorated and rewarded ; and the 
d^iemn business A retributive inquiry had been visibly tampered with by 
the Tixrkifilk Gkrvemment, to which we had been lending, through a blood- 
stained period, our moral and our material support. But the revelation of 
Ihe fiBMfta was still new ; and there had not been time sufficient for clearly 
emnjUig home the guilt betpnd the wiet^ed men, who performed tlie 
deeos of blood and shame; The belief that a Government in alliance with 
Her Majesty eootd stand in close eomj^city with crimes, so foul that the 
▼eiT possibility of them seems to lower the level of our nature, was a 
belief 80 startlifu^, nay, so horrible, that it was not ilt to be entertained, 
unless upon the dEearesi and f ollest evidence. And all this time wo were 
tmblushingly assured, by one if not more of the organs of the Turkish 
cemae in the London Press, that order, momentarily disturbed in Bulgaria 
by agents from abroad, had been restored, and that life, honour, and pro* 
peity were secure under a calumnfeted but really paternal Government. 

As time has gone on, and facts have gradually emerged, those surmises, 
which at first mited as thin vapotrra ia the air, have acquired more and 
SM»» cf substanee and consistency : and at length the copious^ but not too 
oopiom^ Pape» supplied to Parliament have so accumulated the evidence, 
as to leave no iong^ any room for reasonable doubt. We have now to 
confrtmt a fact, inore revolting than the fact of the Massacres themselves. 
The Mq^posim^ which I have deseribed lur too ahocking to be entertained 
in our state of impeifset knowledge, now stan(bu|brth as clear as the lurid 
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4^ ' LE860K8 IN MASSACRE. 

light of a famace against the blackness of a nocturnal sky. Let me try 
to make entirely plain the issue, which in these pages I desire to raise. 

There were separate acts which, in September, it was perhaps possible 
to construe, by a large indulgence, as referable to weakness, to accident, 
or to the bewilderment and confusion attendant upon war, in a country 
which never had any but a military organisation, and which has now lost 
in the main even that solitary ornament. Such a construction would now 
be irrational. All the acts, and all the non-acts, of the^ Turkish Govern- 
ment, before the rising when we knew them scantily, during and since the 
Inm&ntable scenes, when we know them but too fully, btand forth to view 
in a dark and fatal consistency. It matters not who was Sultan or who 
was Yizir. Bushdi was as 3£ahmoud, and Biidhat was as Bushdi, and 
^dhem thus far is as Midhat. There is a point of development and ripe- 
ness in a series of acts, at which tendency oecomes proof of purpose ; as 
there is also a point in the accumulation of evidence, at which not to see 
guilt is in some measure to share it. When deeds admit of no interpreta- 
tion but one, that one can no longer be honourably avoided. The acts of 
the Porte, through nine long months, demonstrate a deliberate intention, 
and a coherent plan. That purpose has been to cover up iniquity ; to 
baffle inquiry ; to reward prominence in crime ; to punish or discourage 
humanity among its own agents ; to prolong the reign of terror ; to impress 
with a steady coherency upon the minds of its Mahometan subjects this 
but too intelligible lesson for the next similar occasion, do it again, 

I hope that my charge against the Porte is now intelligible and clear. 
Hy first duty was to make it so. My second is, to allow that no one should 
accept it from me as proved, but to aJsk every one to examine and pronounce 
upon the proof; which will be drawn principally, indeed almost exclusively, 
from the official information supplied by British Agents. If I take it as 
my third duty to look around for some palliation of what appears so mon- 
strous a wickedness, I can only find it in this. In what we deem atrocity, 
the Porte Bees only energy. What we think crimes, the Porte holds to be 
services. To uphold the' exibting relation of domination on one side, and 
servitude on the other, by that force, in which all along the Osmanli 
have lived and moved and had their being, i^ for the Turk the one great 
commandment '* on which hang all the law and the prophets." Violence 
And fury, fraud and falsehood, are sanctified when, in circumstances of 
adequate magnitude, they are addressed to such an end. The utmost 
refinements of cruelty, the most bestial devices of Just, become either 
meritorious or venial, when they are the incidental accompaniments of the 
good and holy work. All these things, which are terrible to say, are, if 
true, yet more terrible to leave unsaid. I will therefore set about the 
proof; and, to give at once a true view of the scope of the undertaking, I 
will specify its heads. 

I. When it had become plain, long after the fact, that the Massacres 
could not be hushed up, in the manner of an every-day occurrence, the 
Porte attempted to veil them by ordering inquiries not judicial, but simply 
illusory, in the hands of men altogether unfit. 

IL This expedient having failed, the next was to appoint another in- 
quiry under judicial forms, but with ample security, whether in the charac- 
ters of the men, the forms of proce^ng, or the instructions given, or 
possibly from all, against its attaining the ends of justice. Even this 
inquiry was not extended, for many months, to the North of the Balkan. 

III. The conduct of the insurgents in the rebellion afforded no warrant 
whatever for the conduct of the Turks in the suppression. 
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IV. After that suppression, after all the streams of blood that had been 
shed, Balgarians were imprisoned by thousands, and detained in fool dens 
under the name of prisons, on the vaguest charges of complicity in the 
insurrection. Detained (mostly) for long terms, often, whon no charge 
could be formulated against them, they were left to perish in their gaols. 
Liarge numbers were condemned and hung : while those who were libe- 
rated, or were sent in transit from prison to prison, were subjected to 
shameful, and in some cases murderous ill-treatment. 

V. WhUe all this was going on, honours and rewards were copiously 
fihowered upon^ the miscreants, who had distinguished themselves by 
superior atrocity. 

VI. And, as a just counterpart to the last-named proceeding, those 
Mahometans, who had nobly hindered or slackened the work of blood, 
sometimes at great risk to themselves, were in every instance either passed 
over or dismissed. 

Vn. Wo have distinct cases, in which Mahometan Commissioners on 
the bench shamefiilly interrupted the proceedings to hinder the course of 
justice ; and the declaration of the Consul of the United States that Selim 
JBiffendi tortured prisoners in gaol to compel them to give the evidence 
he desired, which was made in September last, has not yet been met. 

YIII. No attempt was made to restore in any sense the dwellings of the 
people, which had been destroyed wholesale, until there had come a per- 
emptory diplomatic demand from England, scarcely less than an order. 

IX. When these so-called restorations began, they appear to have been 
made by the forced labour of the people, principally of Christians already 
plundered and destitute; with a contribution from the Forte, apparently 
less than one-tenth of what English alms alone, to say nothing of Kussian 
gifts, have supplied for the destitute, and less than one-hundredth of the 
ruin whidi, by its agents, it had wrought 

X. The extortions of the Government under the name of taxes were 
still continued in districts, and upon persons, whom their servants had 
reduced to misery. 

XL All this time the outrages were also continued; the same in 
kind, though on a scale less magnificent and imperial than in the month 
of May; and it is a moral certainty, that they continue stilL 
^ XII. Though it was only by a supply of regular forces, under proper 
oomm$,nd. that security could be re-established, tiiese troops were advisedly 
kept bacK ; and, when the diplomatic pressure for them was found too 
stron«: for direct refusal, a promise to supplv them was made and broken. 

XUI. Among idl the descriptions, or references, by the Porte, touching 
these horrible and shameful excesses, there is not found one single word of 
condemnation or regret, 

XIV. On the contrary, it is officially denied that any excesses at all oc- 
curred on the part of the Mahometans. The Commission down to tiie 
date of Oct 30 had not been able so much as to determine that the great 
massacre of Batak was a criminal transaction. 

XV. When the accused Bulgarians have been hung, and the prisons at 
length nearly emptied, but proceedings against Turkish criminals hardly 
begun, and when an Amnesty is demanded for the Christians, the Porte, 
by a counter-proposal of a general amnesty, seeks to cover its own still 
unpunished agents. 

XVI. After all the acts of falsehood, concealment, obstruction, and delay 
have been exhausted, with reward or impunity for the bad, discouragement 
or dismissal for the good, and the careful maintenance of the reign of terror 
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ia tfad deeolated region, ii ift Qffioift% dadftred \ij ib& h|g^h«8l authority, 
- thai the pzoceedings in the sapptesHLon of the Balgwieft lisi&g ir«re noi 
worthy of ooDdemnaUoa but ei praiaew 

XYIL And it mfty now be stated as a matter b^ond doubt, thai ike 
iURjiury into the excesaes^ tbe ppFanfeiBg o^ which waa a eoneeesioD to pies- 
SBie^ haa proved to be a fictitione tjod psetended xn^nny^b^inniBf \m 
obalznction, and endinf in moek^y. 

The English Govemmenty whm en the 2l8t of Sqvtember demaiDdeii 
lepazation, secniity» and signal puniahineifct of prinoipal c^fe&dez% i& 
dSspaiaged and insulted by the sd^stantial refusal A its demands. 

And I may now again snm np these aeensationfi by saying that^ if 
proved* tibey show thai the Turkish Govemment^has aiaoe the Massaeres-y 
1^ word and act, been steadily iiicideating thia one less^v—cfo U ogmin. 

Before dealing with the ebaiges speeifieali^y I most pffemise tW9 or 
three observations. 

First, the facts are ineomjdete ; that is to say^ they am not the whole 
£acts. It is possible that there may b* drenimstances, unknown ie ns^ 
whidi might in some points diminish the fosee of some among those 
known. Bnt, in the first place, the known fadia (and I have omitted very 
many) are such thai, over and above what is needed for proof, they leave «k 
laarge surfduaage of I6rce« Secondly,, they have been oolleeted by men 
impartial and^ in almost eveiy case,. oHeially responsible. Thirdly, ii ie 
plain thai the great hindranee to a yet fuller devdopmeni of the ease faae 
not been the manu&ciure of Mse complaints by the Bulgarians, but the 
tenor of recollection, and the terror el antiefpaiion,. whidb has made it 
extremely difficult in many instances to obtain from them amy full state*- 
menis in accosatioB ei tiieir masters.* Fenrtklyy ihe«e is ne portion ai 
the evi<^nce which leads to darker infermees, than Ihai whidn ie supplied 
P; by the language of the Porte and oi its ageotft Again^ vieWiog the 

1^ .marked general ehaiaeter of the &cts, the only reasonable sopposition is 
' that their further [multiplication would only ha^e worsened the ease in 

its quantity ; as to quality, nothing could worsen it. Lastly, I have 
laboured hard to make myself master of these Papers; but, from their 
great and misceUaneous mess, and the difficulty «f iraieing their order, I 
may in this or that instance have failed, not wilfully,, to stale the ease with 
adeqyuate fulnesaand eaaetitode. 

Secondly. I hold it to be a reasonable inlerenee from the whole eiroun*- 
atances, and in particular from the eonduct of the Porte as an aoeeasary 
H i^er the £B.ct, that the Bashi Bazouks were coig^ixdly eh^een as the maia 

H instruments of repression, together with the Mussulman population, in 

H order that ii mighi be the more ^eetive, that is to say, the more terrible^ 

H the more bloody, and the more brutal. For we .ftad that this was the 

H surmise of those best qualified tc judge (e. ^ Papeie L 432)« And again, 

H there is no other reason to be assigneii for the emi^oymeni of the irregiHars, 

H and for letting loose the populaticm. There was ample tune to supply 

H troops between the first of May, when the first serious events oeeurred 

H (Papers 1. 144-6^ and Schuyler,-! Becticm on the Insetrrection of May, 1876), 

H and the tragedy of Baiak, wlnda, ooeutred on the 9th c^ May. 

^1 To say they were wanted elsewhere, would be ridieuleusr Only an in- 



• See e.'g. Papers I. 524. 

t It may be well to mention that tbe Report of Mr, Schuyler, to vrfdcb. my ref^zeooes are 
flMB, Ii an eniaiged ami dfigesCed fbrm of tfte dtxmment v^cb appeal^ iti Papers 1. 167. 
I tsaaslate^ ffoai tb^ Fteadi iwiaatltia^ mat sm bgr <ib« aotluff. It la duftedi N«v. 20» 
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Bigiiiflcant ftiactttm tif the army was employed in Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
the empire generally was tranquil ; and the war with Serbia did not break 
ont until two months after the beginning of the brief revolt. 

At the same time, we have not here ihe cnmnlative proof from acts an- 
terior to fhe ciisis, which establishes the subsequent sanction and adoption 
of the Massacres. The light, thrown by Ihat after-conduct upon the prior 
measures, leaves little roam for doubt, that a repression of such a cha- 
wicter, as that which actually happened, was within the original intentions 
g£ the Forte. I state this, however, not as demonstration, but as reasonable 
inference. 



II. The PfiOOF. 



1. It woifld appenr that at l^.e outset i3ie Forte was fhoronghly satisfied 
tnth flbie Repression, and had nothing to do but to imprison, try, and hang 
Bulgarians, and to distribute rewards like our War Office and Admiiuity 
after some gallant service. It was very gradually made to understand that 
iOiere was other woik, not indeed to do, but to pretend to do. The £rst 
proceeding taken by the Porte in the vindication of justice was the ajppoint- 
znent of a Commissioner, as late as July 17, to examine, as was pretended, 
into crimsB committed in May. We read in the Papers of 1876, under that 
^te (Hi. 876) : ** A Turkish functionary of high position has been sent as 
Extraordinary Oommissioner to suppress the excesses being committed in 
Bulgaria. He will be furnished with full powers to imhct summary 
pnnishm«nt.* 

It is necessary here to consider whether this Government, with its de- 
fective organisrttian, was in real, or only in official, ignorance of the gravity 
«tf the case ? 

We now know the proper answer, in connection wifh a most angular 
occurrence, which Sir Henry Elliot has mentioned, but not explained. 

5t was on the 2Gth of last June, that the first questions were put in the 
two Houses of Parliament to the Government of Ihis country respecting 
the Bulgarian Atrocities. The answer, certainly given with perfect truth, 
tras to the effect that there was no official information to justify the state- 
tnents inisnculation. But in February, 1877, we became for the first time 
«ware that, twelve days before that date, Tice-Consul Brophy had sent 
ifrom Bourgas a report, correcting or reversing a former report of June 4, 
;a.'nd setting forth fully the horrible massacre of uiuresisting Bulgarians at 
Boyadiik by Shefket Pacha. " Of some 2000 men, women, and children, 
•dniy about 50 escaped." There were the usual accompaniments of plunder 
«nd kidnapping. In the Oaza of Bourgas ** brigandage and robbery are, 
es usual, the onier of the day." A man of ninety had been carried to th^ 
mountains, another man, who is named, had been burned with hot irons 
■iipon the breast, for purposes of extortion. A Commissioner had been 
jsent.; but "** the local authorities had already concerted steps to prevent his 
Biriving at the knowledge of the truth." Such are some of the contents 
of the despatch which, while England was still in the dark on this vital 
matter, was calmly slumbering in the pigeon-holes of the Embassy at 
Oonstantinople. But on the 8th of September, when the Indignation was 
already at its height, there arrived at the Foreign Office a despatch from 
Sir H. Elliot, which <jommenced with the following unimpassioned remark : 
^ The inclosed despatch from the Vice-Consul Brophy appears not to have 
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8 LBSBONS W MASSAOBB. 

been forwarded, as it ought to have been, when it was reoeiyed'* (Papers 
1. 116, 117). 

It had been, however, immediately communicated to Safyet Paoha ; and 
the business of ineffectual protest was, for the ^ousandth time, duly re- 
commenced. Of the miscreant Shefket Pacha I treat elsewhere. What 
I now wish to bring home is this : that within a few days (as it must hayo 
Jyeeu) after the 14th of June the Porte was made aware, on British and 
official authority, of one of the worst of the Bulgarian Massacres. It had 
appointed a Commissioner to inquire ; and measures to make the local 
inquiry useless had already been taken by its own local authorities. It 
was with this knowledge of the scale of the horrors which had been per- 
petrated, that the Porte appointed Kiani Pacha to make his general 
inquiry. 

Of the "full powers" to "suppress excesses,** and ** inflict summary 
punishment," with which the Parliamentary Papers of 1876 oouyeniently 
closed, and on which for a time we fed in delusiye hope, we hear no more. 
But we find Eiani Pacha acquainting Mr. Bchuyler (see his last Section) 
that the insurgents had slain a Mud&s wife and daughter ; whereas he 
had no daughter, and his wife was aliye and absent. 

The Porte likewise sent other chosen Agents to report upon the condition 
of Bulgaria. The most important inquiry, which embraced the Southern 
Vilayet, was intrusted to Edib Efifendi. 

Musurus Pacha, without doubt acting simply as the organ and on the 
infoimation of his Government, on the 4th of August sends this Beport of 
Edib EffendL for the Vilayet of Adrianople, to Lord Derby, with the 
assurance that 

*' This conscientious Beport exposes in the most impartial manner the 
latest events of which Bulgaria has been the scene; it makes the facts 
appear in their true light, and shows in the most indisputable mannet 
which side committed those atrocities that have so deeply moved the 
Sublime Porte and all Europe." (Papers of 1876, No. V. p. 27.) 

And so forth, 
r In this paper we hear much of the outrages committed by Bulgarians ; 
and the Commissioner, in winding up his preposterous account of what 
happened at Batak, bursts into n noble indignation, and even curses 
(' Rapport,* p. 11) those who had induced the Bulgarians to rebel. Ac- 
cording to hun, there was a sanguinary battle, with heavy losses on both 
sides! According to Baring (L 154), there was " hardly any loss inflicted 
on either side in action.'* Of the massacre, the burning, the heaps of 
unburied corpses of women and children, there is not a tmce in the 
" conscientious Beport " of Edib Effendi. 

Nor is there, according to this worthy, a trace of any one cruel, dis- 
grac^l, or even precipitate act by a Mussulman ; though he tells us of 
Sieir extraordinary care in sparing women and children (p. 8). But as I 
am accusing the Turkish Government of deliberate and wholesale false- 
hood, used to conceal its other and still greater crimes, I will refer more 
explicitly to his account of the proceedings at Boyadjikevi, in contrast 
with that of Mr. Baring. 

He says that, in a severe action, most of the houses took fire, and all the 
cattle attached to them thereupon took refuge with the Turkish soldiery. 
The losses of the Bulgarians were between 70 and 80 ; no women or 
children, except one single woman hit by a ball (' Bapport,' p. 13). The 
number was swelled, by the exaggeration of the villagers, to 100 or 110. 

We turn to Mr. Baring (I. 158), and we find that, out of 139 houses, all 
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ytete btirned but 20 ; 143 men and 6 women were massacred ; 13,000 
fioiimals were carried off. Mr. Schuyler, at a much later date, gives the 
official number of the slain (Section on Sliven) at 170, including 2 priests; 
8 women, and 8 children. The Kaimakam of Yamboli took 120 cows for 
his own share. It is not pretended that at this village any Mussulman had 
been slain. The cause, which led the villagers to meet together and 
consider their state, was that some Turks came to extort money on the 
24th and 25th of May, and '* ravished one man's wife and daughter" 
(1. 158). 

We cannot therefore be surprised, if the Report of Edib Bffendi ex- 
hausted the long-suffering even of Sir Henry Elliot, and was described 
by him as ** entirely untrustworthy ;" if Mr. Barin^; treats it as •* pretty 
correct " in the part which does not relate to the Massacres, and as false 
or worthless in what does (I. 155, 166) ; and if Consul Schuyler {auhfin,) 
bluntlv characterises it as *' a stripg of £oilsehoode.'' 

Such was the official mendacity, by which the Porte, three monthfl 
ftfter the Massacres, strove to delude Europe and to conceal its crimes. 

II. But the air was stirred disagreeably by strong vibrations from the 
English Parliament and Press, which partially forestalled the noble move- 
ment of the people ; and the matter could not rest here ; for, if opinion 
were too impudently braved, what would become of the moral support 
that had been officially promised, and the material support that had t>een 
actually given, and not withdrawn, by the ancient ally on whom Turkey 
could always depend ? On jthe 29th of August, Earl Derby thought it 
necessary to warn the Government at Constantinople of the rising indig- 
nation and disgust of the nation ; and about September 12 or 13 they 
must have been put in possession by the post of his despatch of Sep- 
tember 5. At lengtl), under the compulsion of the tempest from the 
West, so late as the 17th September, four months after the Massacres, a 
new Commission was appointed to do what we were told had been done in 
July ; to inquire^ and punish the guilty. It would be instructive to see 
the terms of this appointment; but they have not been supplied (1.371). 

It was composed of four Mussulmans and four Christians. Among 
each moiety, says Sir H. Elliot, *' were true and resolute men ; but there 
lure others in whom equal confidence cannot be felt.** Unfortunately, he 
<loes not tell us which were which. In my eyes, the appointment of Chris- 
tians as such is a matter of small moment. Wliat we want is the virtue 
and courage of the man, not his religious profession. Of the Christian 
eervants of the Porte, some are venal, some are servile. I rather think 
Blacque Bev is a Christian ; but the name of a Blacque is attached to 
the shameful document which suppresses the * Courier d'Orient,' and 
(August 3) speaks of the " pretended excesses " in Bulgaria.* 

What I submit is this; that Turkey offered a fresh insult to us, and to 
the whole civilised world, in daring to appoint on this Commission, mue 
tera tamen respexit inertem^ any members, of whom Sir Henry Elliot has 
to record that confidence could not be reposed in their character and 
courage (1. 371) : and of whom he does not even say, that they formed a 
minority in the Commission. 

It was in part to encourage the better-minded Commissioners against 
their colleagues, that Mr. Baring was sent to attend the proceedings. Sir 
H. Elliot also thought it would encourage witnesses to speak, who might 
otherwise avoid the risk. 

• Pr&mdM. *The Bulgarian Horrors,' p. 29. The (nbiequsnt language leaves little 
room for doubt XbgX^rttendtdf and not aXUgci, is the trae sense of the word. 
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It was only at a later date that the Oommiasioir was empowered to 
mdude within its scope the Yilayot of the Danube. But it never w«ni 
there at all. 

We shall see farther on what was the eondnct of the Comnission. 

III. It may be thought that a defence for the Turks is to be found ixt 
the allegations of cruel acta done by the revolted Bulgarians. On thia 
plea, I take leave to assert that there is no such defence ; nor the shadow 
of it. 

1. Outrages by oppressed infeiiors do not excuse like outrages by the 
race whieh hM held them down, and ground them into debasement, by 
superior fofce : much less do they excuse outrages a4 least a hundredfold 
iu amount, and immeasurably difterent in their savage aod filthy bruhilityb. 

2. Assertions &om Turkish agents ol outrages by Bulgarians are of no 
moie weight, than their denials of outrap^es by Turks, which are s'.iown 
by impartial reports to be valueless. It is remarkable, however, that the 
Turks themselves deal mainly in generalities on the subject^ and allege 
(Schuyler, sub fin,) not more than twelve dei^hftof Blahometau women aod 
lihUdien. 

3. The assertians by Christian Commissioners of the Porte (I. 198X 
t^t the insurgents committed deeds oi atrocity, are of no higher valuer 
until we know that they were men of integrity and of oourage, who would 
both wish and dare to speak the truth. They are also almost uniformly 
vague and without particulars. 

i. Vice-Consul Oupuis has indeed reported (August 7, 1, p. 51), that at 
Otk)U*kevi the Bulgarians massacrea eighty Mussulmans. But this 
wpeara only to piove his own credulity. Mr. Baring, in a document 
(L 150) which *' he thinks may be reUed ou" gives the number shda at 
Otk)u-kevi by the insurgents at 14, The Christiana killed at the sam* 
place, according to a detailed list,, were 763 : vis. — 

Men 262 

Women 284 

Children 21T 

Mr. Dupuis also reports two oases which, if they happened, were truly 
atrooiouB : that a bov had his fore-arms flayed ; that a obild was cut ixk 
pieces (and his flesh offered for sale — ^to whom ?) Also that there were 
••unspeakable atrocities" on females. Mr. Baring, in a much fuller 
and more careful statement (I. !L56)i reposts not one of t^ete things ; but 
says, two women were killed, one of them fighting, li&r. Schuyler,, in 
gumming up, mentions the same number, informs us tnat both were killed 
in a skirmish, and adds the remarkable words, as applicable to the entire 
insurrection : 

*^No woman, no child among the Turks was killed in oold blood. No 
woman was violated ; no Turk tortured." 

Mr. Dupuis ought, it would appear, either to support his statement, or 
to withdraw it. I see no cause, however, for ascribing it to intentional 
partiality. 

5. Finally, we have learned from Mr. Baring^ that the document called 
* Catechism' or ^Instructions' of the Bulgarian leaders is authentic. In 
that document the orders are- express (I. 104)>; ** no violence, no plunder,, 
for man who submit ; the aged, the women, and the children, are to be 
watched over, as much as the honour and life of our own. people." (Nos.. 
12,13.) 

Mr. Baring suxns up by saying: oa this part of the case : '* A smali 
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ttinoriiy of ibe popidaiion (mmmUkfA npvebenatble aeta, wlueh menked 
faniihsMiiit" (L 166.) 

lY. Thd pxeeeedinsi of the Porio ii^uBflt Ifae perpeli»tois of nMSBMie 
•veie slov; kte^ and lelvtebukt; those against the Bolgamna w&n hdak^ 
Utelf, aad fiooataaeous. Co July 20 <L 12) manj Bulgariaas had alfeady^ 
keesa. hasgei £ar defending tbeis hoBBes and £uuilio8 against the Bashi 
BaaoBfcft. Though it is anoossihle to obtain anj full Tiew of them from 
the Pap^iBi it U (^eo olear that th^ pxooeedings were whcdoaale. 

Feehng the re^ impovtaaeoof thui eoant ia the indiotment, and of tiui 
contrasted proceedings against those who executed the YeBgeanoe, I m^' 
^naeated in the House of Commons on the 12th of February that Ihe 
GoTemment would endeavour, &>r greater ftecoracy, to pnt together 
anocinotly the fiffiues, so far as they ought be at their command. Witii 
jpeeat eoortesy, Saej sent immediately a telegram to Oonstanthiople for 
the piupoee ; hut ^ yet (March 10) witboot result. 

j£r. Baring has given as oertain figures forthedistriets of Phili^Mmolii 
and Adrianople ; at the first IddO.wese imprisaned, and at the seeond he 
l>elieyes about 1200 (1. 159). To the northward, at Timovo, 430 were im^ 
wifloned (1. 162). At Philippopolia, 900 were stall in prison when Mr* 
Baring came ; on the 6th of September there wese stOl 104 <L 254). Thi^ 
iiotaX number of arrests, following tipon tiio massacre of 15,000, may have 
been from four to five thousand. 
• As regards treatment in prison, Mr. Dopnis gives ns the nanative of 
the priest* Peter Pateharutoff (L 75). CWged as a rebei, he denied it. 
Ko evjdeBee was produced. He was beaten, thTsatenod with kmves and 
-with desth by his *'esoort" of zaptiehs and Basht BazookB; oompelled to 
«ave his life to sign a confession ; and, onretmctaig it, he was Urstehained 
to the prison window, then shut up for fife days in a sort of eapboaid^ 
wlicre it was impossible to stretch his limbs or to sleep. 

The Bulgarians of PhilippopoHs asserted (I. 147X ^^^ ^^ greater 
Mrt oi the evidence was obtained by torture, while the Turks denied it. 
\three men told their own experience to Mr. Baring. 

One was kept seventy-eight days in prison, nineteen of them in a cell 
with but jnst room to lie down. Declaring he had no evidence to give, 
he was partially hung, his toes jnst innehing the ground, and kept so 
till he tinted. He was never examined; and at length was released 
<I. 147). 

Another priest stated thalt he was confined for twenty-eigh^ days, seven 
^f them in a piivy, and for three of them without either food or watex. 

A Greek physiciaa who visited the prisons, thinks that, if there had 
been torture of these kinds, complaint wonld have been made to him. I 
aoa concerned to say that in my opinion a Greek, in Turkish employment 
«t Fhili^^polis, was about the last man to whom a Bulgarian would be 
iikely to complain. 

Mr. Calvert, some time later (September 6, I. 254), appears to have 
^eleared up this subject : for he says that '* the testimony of numerous eyo- 
witnesses,'' as well as of sufferers, established " that violent means were 
4ised to extort the required oonfessions." In the case of three men from 
Tohirpan, a Turk confirmed the testimony (tfe/d.). 

We now come to the savage vengeance of the Porte through its triba* 
nals ; not tribunals appointed to try the anthora of the Massacre, but those 
Tsvl&ioli dealt with charges of compHcxty in the poor and feeble rising. 

In the Vilayet of the Danube, the movement had been very dight. 
iDliakir Bey, in his Report dated July 2 ^. 7), says the losses of the Muair 
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cmlmans consisted in some children and some sliepheids killed near Ten! 
Eevy, with some wounded in actual conflict. The Prosecutor for the 
Goyemment in the proceedings reported by Consul Beade on Aug. 21 
(I. 58) charged two men capitally. But the Court condemned three ; and 
they were executed at the end of the same sitting. In one case the cord 
broke three times ; and the fourth time the man was partially held up by- 
the soldiers, that it might not break again. This is not lawM execution,, 
but death by torture. The other two were '* most inhumanly treated " on 
their way to execution. Other severe sentences were pronounced; and 
" a few were acquitted." 

The special mbunal of Pliilippopolis had so soon as Aug. 5 condemned 
to hard labour 65 Bulgarians and to death 27, of whom 25 had been exe- 
cuted. At Adrianople 18 were hung (1. 159). Two men, whoUy uncon- 
nected with the revolt, were seized by Fazli Pacha, who got drunk, and 
ordered them to be hung immediately (I. 161). One officer refasedl 
obedience; another more docile was readily found, and the act was 
pramptly performed. Twenty-twowero hung at Timovo (1.162). Twenty- 
five died in prison at Philippopolis, It is plain that we are to count m- 
hundreds the lives destroyed by sentence or by ill-U£age. Mr. Baring, 
stated the hanging (Oct. 30, p. 668) at about a hundred. These triaU 
were but an afterpiece to the Vengeance, and an afterpiece in perfect 
keeping with the principal performance. 

Hanging, on a smaller scale, was still proceeding in November (IT 752), 

Hr. Baring says that whether the prisoners were tortured or not, therer 
is no doubt that they were, while being conveyed to Philippopolis, most 
brutally ill-treated. Four hundred men, heavily chained, were ** mercilessly 
beaten by their escort, and pelted and insulted by the Mussulman mob.^* 
Prisoners were beaten by, zaptiehs. even on the way ttom the prison ta 
tiie court Of eighty sent from Pnilippopolis to Sofia, five died on the 
road (1. 147). Within the prison, 265 men were confined for four days in 
a bath, without the slightest attempt at drainage, and with such a stench^ 
that the guards could not sit even in the ante-room, but remained in the 
street Nami Effendi, First- Secretary to the Government, found the room* 
doors within the khans open on account of the heat : he ordered them to be 
shut. The state of things had been mitieated by July 2l8t (I. 148). 

On August 11 (I. 61) it was promised by the Porte that all the prisoners 
not actual ly under trial, except ringleaders^ should be set at liberty without 
delay, But it was on November 1 that we find the trials of the remaining 
Bulgarian prisoners, who had been in prison since May, were only about 
to begin (I. 670). Finally (II. 60), on December 4, Mr. Baring hope$ that 
in a short time all the prisoners will be set £ree. 

y. I come to the important subject of the liberal rewards bestowed by 
the Turkish Government upon its most distinguished^ miscreants, to 
encourage them in their profession. 

And as it is desirable, without neglecting others, to concentrate attention 
on one conspicuous case, let us state, at least partially, that of General 
Shefket Pacha. 

As the praise of a certain early Christian was in all the churches, so the 
infamy of Shefket Pacha has sounded throughout Christendom.* It is 
enough to refer to the reports of Baring and Schuyler, and to my slight 
^etch {torn Vice-Consul Brophy (see «fp., p. 7). " The atrocity of his 
proceedings," as reported on June 14, says Sir H. ElUot, ^haa been fully 

* Respecting Shefket Pacha, see 1. 92, 116, 158-9, 267-8, 417, 729, 763 ; II. 131. Schuyler^ 
fiectton on SliTen. 
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confirmed by all subsequent inquiries " (I. 110). •* At Boyadjik there was 
not a seixiblanoe of revolt, the inhabitants were perfectly peaceable " (L 159). 
Every house was burned except 20: 143 men and 6 women massacred 
(1. 158). For this service he received a *• high place in the Palace" (1. 159), 
Under pressure from without, he was dismissed on Sept. 2 (I. 92) ; but he 
was almost immediately (Sir H. Elliot, Sept. 26, I. 417) named a Member 
of &e Military Council ; and he is still retained upon it, although frequent 
representations have been made to the Porte that, in the face of the grave 
charges against him, Y^\b employment, till he had cleared himself, was 
*' almogt a defiance of public opinion.*' 

As if all this were not enough, recently it was stated by the ' Times * Cor- 
respondent that Shef ket had been appointed to a command on the Danube. 
The statement was contradicted here, in answer to a question in Parlia- 
ment. But, says the Correspondent ('Times,' March 1, 1877), it had been 
p'lblished in two Turkish Journals on Jan. 29 and 31, on Feb. 12 in tliq 
• Courier d'Orient' and the *Phare du Bosphore,' and on Feb. 13 in the 
semi-official * Turquie.' And all without contradiction or notice on the 
spot from the Censors of the press. It is a fair inference, that this further 
appointment was intended ; and that, had not public attention been drawn 
to the subject, it would have been made. 

Meantime, the General is not without defenders ; and the * Times ** 
(March 1, 1877) further quotes the following passage of supreme eulogy 
from the * Verite* of February 12, 1877, which is described as a Govern- 
ment organ. It refers to accusations of conspiracy made against tlii? 
** important personage.** 

•' 8. B. Shef ket Pacha, entre autres, est un des meilleurs officiers de 
I'arm^, dont le caracfere, le merite personnel, et le pass^, sont les plus sdnr 
garants ; son zMe, son patrlotisme, et sa fldelite envers son pays militent 
trop en sa faveur pour qu'une enqudte ait ete jug^ n^ssaire.*' 

The fact that this paramount offender sliould have remained unpunished^ 
rewarded, free, becomes yet more astonishing when we remember not only 
his place in the reports of Bering and Schuyler, but the efforts of Sir Henry 
Elliot, from the middle of June onwards, and at the very time when, 
according to Lord Beaconsfleld, Turkey had no other wish than to take the 
advice of England, to obtain some measure of justice in this instance. The 
Porte did not attempt to show his innocence. She had in the Sale- 
nica case tried and retried, sentenced and resentenced, her own official 
servants under French and German pressure ; and now we, the darling 
Power, could not obtain the smallest modicum of justice against Shefket* 
There is but one explanation. He was an agent ; there was a principal 
behind. Who is that principal ? Did Abdul Kerim, the General of the 
Army in Serbia, prevent his being sent to Philippopolis to be tried, and 
receive in consequence the thanks of his harem ? (* Times ' Corresp., 
March 1, 1877.) Does Shefket carry a telegraphic order of that same 
General to bum the village of Slivno, which Haidar spared, and was there- 
after dismissed? Is he or is he not a relative of Midhat? All this may 
be capable of disproof. Why was it not put to the test, by sending the 
sanguinary miscreant to PhUippopolis for trial ? 

These ideas are not the mere offspring of carelessness or malignity. Sir 
Henry Elliot, incredulous to the last degree of any charge against a Turkish 
functionary, but ever honourable and plain-spoken when he sees the truth, 
returned on the 26th of November to tne subject he had been so wearily and 
hopelessly treating for many months, and spoke to the Minister of War a» 
follows (I. 729) : 
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*' I told lum that, em the Genesal <profiBfi8ed to U^yo in Jiif poeket 4pden 
^ich woidd show that he had doae no more thaacatrjoiLt his instructiuiDi^ 
his continued impunity would Joad to a belief in the truth of Ids assertian." 

From Vi&y to September, from September to KaTmbe]; &pm KovoDdibec 
to March, ms imjpualiy has continued. Could th.e adt of joan iiftve dewed 
a more •eloquent instruction to " do it Again?" * 

But though Shefket maj be conadered tbe ChoMigog of iaif «ii]r, msob 
Of those, who for like distinctions obtained other mwtadg,jaaiai not xeouaii 
unnoticed. 

Hakki Pacha, who, when acting as- a judge, Uok jiart against the Jfad* 
cariaus whom he tried, was appointed in September io be GoYemor of 
Widdin (1. 296, 331). The Ambasaador is ^lesiied to waihe FocteufWUiA 
the probable consequences of so unwise an appointmeni. The mult» as 
iifiual, is tfuZ. 

Achmet Agn, in ackaowledgment of his menstroos aueliy and ini^tgr 
^t Batak, receiyed the order of &e Ifedjidje (L 155). Presently a «tarm 
ftrose. He remained long si la^ge ; but .it was at length found aeoessaiy 
to arrest him. Sept. 2.(1 32), and to try liim. After muck shuffling, he 
was, on the 27th of December, condemned to death. .Bulgarian Christiaiui* 
when condemned, were executed fortibiwith. Achmet Aga stiU li'v«d ai the 
dale of the latest news. 

For the pillage and burning of Yenikur, Kec^ib Effendi wtts deonatfld 
(I. IGl), so was Toussoun Bey, the hero of Dervent (or Eliflscana) (1. 165, 
£22, and Schuyler). Hafiz Pacha (1. 165) scoeived a 4K>mmand in.SaEbia 
p. 165). 

IMany others are denounced by Mr. Baiiqg (1. 156, :255), and Scluiyler 
(euh f,H,\ Not one has been executed. The Vali of Adiionqple iias be^ 
aisTuiased, and there have becm a few sentenoes to hard labour. We Ikave 
not the smallest security that they will be carried into-effeot. 

The statement of Sir H. Elliot, that Shefket Pacha alleged he oariied 
with him justifying orders, is thus enlarged in the seport of Schuyler ^—f 

'* Shefket Pacha quitted Boyardjik with the intention of sal^ecting the 
eunounding villages to a similar fate, and produced a telegsam to tibat 
effect from the Serdar-ekrem Abdul Kerim Pacha, •which oMered tl^ 
destruction of those places." 

Here is a positlye, public, and official statement; to which we hear of 
no contradiction. 

YI. My sixth charge is that those Mahometans, «rho had landeied or 
slackened .the work of blood, sometimes at great ride to themselves, were 
in every case either passed over or disoHssed. 

There is hardly a more touching chapter in the whole ead storyvtfaan 
{he conduct of these good Mahometans. .From the bottom of our hearts 
let us cry, *VM£iy God reward them V* Havings the sam^ temptations as 
others to indulge the spirit of jre«enge, yet. in the teetii -of their co- 
religionists, and despite the well-understood sentiments of their GAvein- 
ment, they did their duty in tiie day of need ; and in the Day of . Jndg- 
ment, without doubt, their doing it will be remembered. 

It IS a pleasiure, alas I a solitary pleasure,- .to record them. 

Aziz Pacha, who was unfavourable to the arming of the Mussulman 
population, was recalled from PhiUppopolis (I. 116). 

* He appears to have succeeded In diffuBing round him a congenial tone ;_^for Vice-Consul 
Broplqr reports that he hciml a Secretary of his ♦* declare that the whole race of Bulgarians, 
innoveiit or guilty, ought to be exterminated."— 1. 10. 

f Section wi Sliven.j \ 
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HaBud. £'ltdMi, nAcr sncceedefik' kim, sared' tiie city; says' Mr. Baring 
(tM.), b^f liJ» fiznness and impartiadily. 

Haydkr E«eiidi, the Mutessairif of Slinmia (T. 3»3 ; L 166; 2*7; IT. 2(y8; 
210), was spoken of by the Christians " in terms of the higbe^t praiso," 
a&dddiii^md that Gaza or district fscim derastaiion. He then frastrated 
tbter toi^.o£ Shefket Pacha to bum the village of Slivno; and he has 
been dismissed, aceoiding to the ConeE^nden't of the * Times^' (March 1, 
XB77> from his. plaoa 

Yamboli was saved from the destruction intended by Shefket Pacha 
thxoughi the interferenee of ** a Mussulman named Hafiz Efl^ndi, a m'i:^t 
noble and liberal-Bainded mam Braying^ the opimon of his co-reHgionic^ta, 
he teofc as maatj GknaiasKa fSenmUes as he could into his house, an^ going 
to Shefket, insisted that the' plundering should be stopped " (1. 158>. 
^ The ease of Hadji Shaban requires a longer notice. He was Mudir of 
Kazan. Hearmg that 900 Blushi Bazouks were marching upon the village 
of Yii'faMtia^ he started, alone, to overtake them. Two Ohrfstian peasants 
eame iato;y£sw. The ruffians began to observe one to another that it 
iRould be as ivelB to kiU them» for they might have money upon them. 
IHadji Shaban thereupon halted th^n, and went himself over to the two 
peasasfcft Hearing murmurs^ he boldly pointed his gun at the 300, and 
oidered them to pass on. Abashed, as is constantly the case with the 
Turic,, by manful oonduot, the body marched forwards the fifty pacc3 he 
had commanded, and Hadji Shaban took the rescued peasants home. 
Nowi mairk the "^ce^Oonsul^b eonelnsion (I. 383). ^ Shortly afterwards, 
Hadji Shaban was dismissed from his post ; I do not know for what reason.** 

Itt tile distriot of T?oumova (or Tiraovo ?)j'after 660 Christians had been 
destroyed on the side of the people, and six Mussulmans on the side of the 
Gevesnment, only tw«nty-fimr Biilgipirmns were executed under judicial 
sentMieei. Bol tiiiff number '^would have been at least tripled," says 
Mr. Baring, had it not been that Ali Shefik Bey, the President of the 
OommiAsion, was "a jwsst man,** and (Kd what he could on the side of 
mercy (1. 162). 

BiiarsSl^ha, Yafi of Sc^onieer, was indefatigable in his efforts to obtain 
isbm Mlveranee of. the women And children kidnapped from Batak 
(H. 81). 

IbbhrI WSea^y mnt to MaM to recover the stolen cattle, was met by a 
p ^w eftm M i ti9a^^¥om the authorities of the place that any man who claimed 
<»ttie, and failed to establish his claim, would be punished. He left to 
tepwrt the flacts, and was sent back. Here we lose sight of him (II. 278). 

O^en^ named by Vice-CJonsuI Birophy for good service, are Ahmet 
Eflfendi, at Slimnia; Ismail Bey, at Kamabad; Ibrahim Aga, at Aldos 
(I. 247). 

X clbse this head with am extract from Mr. Baring's Eeport of September 
M. Bis list, fraioed' at that date, is of course not exhaustive. 

*' Those, who* have committed atrocities, have been rewarded ; while 
titose, who have eitdeavoured to protect the Christians from the ftiiy of 
the Bashr Bftzouks and others, have been passed over with contempt 

"For example^;— 
••Shefket Pacha holds high office in the Pttlace. 
** Hafiz PUcha has a command in Serbia. 

**Aohmet Agha has been decorated; so ha-vB Toubsduit Bey, and 
SFedjib Etfendi, Eammham of.Plevaa. 

" On the other hand, has any reward been given to Hafiz Etfendi, who 
saved Yamboli ; to the MuteveUl of Karlovo ; to Husni EfiTendi, commander 
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of the trooDB at Tamboli, who sayed thoae places ; to Bofltem Effendi, Toz* 
bachi at Toaroova, who, having fought against insargeots reallj in arms, 
saved the prisoners from the fury of the mob ; or to Haidar Effendi, Mutes- 
ear if of Slimnia ?" (1.165). 

Tiie answer is. No ! and the reason is plain. The miscreants were re- 
warded, the humane and just were treated, in the words of Mr. Baring, 
** with contempt," in perfect consistency with the whole method of the 
conduct of the Porte since the rising, and for the more emphatic inculca- 
tion of the lesson to do it again. 

Many times (e.a. I. 28, 729, and 581) the Porte, with its usual and 
incomparable hardihood, has pleaded imperfect information as an excuse 
for the honours and preferments bestowed on the miscreants. In what 
strangelv crooked channels must this imperfect information have run, 
when it led the Government hoih to pass over or punish all the good men, 
and to reward all, so fur as we know, who were conspicuously bad ! 

This imperfection, however, was removed on the 7th of October. On 
tlint day, not through his own exprtions, but by information from the 
British Ambassador, Safvet Pacha* was made aware (I. 488) who were 
Che good Turks, that had nobly stiiven for humanity and justice. Five 
jnontUs have elapsed since the list was supplied ; and we do not find that, 
«oven for decency, or even to lull suspicion, so much as one among these 
^ood men has been reappointed or rewarded. Is it possible that circum- 
stantial proof can farther go ? 

VI [. I have touched on the character of the Commission; I now come 
to its conduct. 

On the 21st of October Sir H. Elliot (I. 581) gives an account of an 
interview with the Grand Vizir. 

" I said that Mr. Baring^s Reports showed that the Commission, in con- 
ducting this inquiry, were desirous of favouring the accused, rather than of 
eliciting the truth." 

The Grand Vizir's language in reply was " not satisfactory." 

On tlie 5th of October (1. 521) Mr. Baring had conversed with the whole 
ol the Commissioners. AH of them told him the relations of Mussulmans 
and Chnsiians had become excellent ; that Achmet Aga (since condemned 
to death) Iiad by his promptitude averted a great public calamity : the 
fact, that the Bulgarians feared to move about, was admitted; but the 
reason was that, ''knowing themselves to be guilty of all sorts of excesses, 
they shrank from meeting their Mahometan neighbours." 

We have here a tolerably just measure of the character of these judicial 
functionaries : and it even seems to include the soHsalled good, as well as 
the bad. 

With reference to the great case of Batak, Mr. Baring proceeds :-^ 

'* The Commission attaches great value to the evidence of some Turks, 
and of some Bulgarians of another village : but they appear to treat with 
contempt that which is offered by inhabitants of Ba^ itself" (I. 522). 

Otlou-kevi, Avrat- Alan, and other villages had not yet been visited : 
Dervent (or Klissoura) had, but only one old woman's evidence was taken 
down. Other witnesses were to be summoned to Philippopolis [I, 522), 
>vhere it was apparently a practice of the Commission to keep^e im- 
poverished people waitmg for an indefinite time (I. 583;. Why the 
evidence was not taken down at Dervent seems pretty plain. 

*' In this village the inhabitants certainly spoke out manfully, in spite 
pS the presence of their authorities " (I. 522)._ 
':Now as to the capacity of the Commidsioners. It appears (L 582) that 
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liiades Bey ** was the only member of the CommiBsioii who really knew 
how to examine, the others being utterly inexperienced;*' except Selim 
Effendi, of whom I ahall have enough to say further on. 

Ikiades Bey examined Achmet Aga, the hero of Batak, with great skill ; 
but, says Mr. Baring (I. 582) :— 

^^ I regret to say he was frequently interrupted by the Mahometan 
members ; to such an extent, that at one moment he refused to pi-oceed.*' 

The most atrocious charge, however, that has been raised in connection 
with the conduct of the CommiBsion, was that of' Mr. Schuyler, against 
Selim Effendi. I will shortly relate the circumstances, so far as I know 
ihem. • 

Mr. Schuyler and the Correspondent of the * Daily News ' Q Daily News/ 
Sept. 14, 1876) charged on Selim Effendi, a Commissioner, that before the 
trials he had visited the prisoners in their gaols and made use of torture to 
procure from them such Evidence as he deored. 

To this accusation I referred in a letter of Sept 14th to the ' Daily News,' 
published on Sept. 1.6th. 

At » later penod, I received a letter from Selim Effendi, written in per- 
il ctly becoming terms, and complaining, as if innocent he might well do, 
of so gricTons a charge. He entered into details, the whole of which were 
<;oiiiiected with the foims in the Court, not to acts before the trials. He 
pointed to these forms, as clearly demonstratiDg that nothing of the kind 
•could have taken place. 

I lost no time in forwarding his letter to the * Daily News,' that it might 
have the advantage of immediate publicity, and it was at once printed by 
the Editor (Dec 19, 187G) ; but he very properly pointed out that the 
charge related to one thing, and the defence to another. 

I pointed out this remarkable fact in a letter to Selim Effendi, dated 
3Dec. 16, and published in an English version on that dav by the same 
journal ; I explained who were the real authors of the charge, and ex- 
pressed my expectation that he would at once address himself to the con- 
si<lczation of it. 

Since that time nearly three months have elapsed ; but not another word 
has, to my knowledge, proceeded from Selim Effendi. 

Consul Schuyler, however, informs me that he on his side intends to 
produce evidence in proof of his charge. 

VIII. The failures, excesses, and crimes of the Porte are not commonly 
prompted horn without ; but the ideas of duty, justice, mercy, are purely 
exotic* and, as it were, mechanically, if at all, infused into the system. I 
have not found from the Papers that in May, or June, or July, or August, 
tt had occurred to the Turkish Government that some assistance ought 
to be afforded to its houseless, plundered, and be it remembered unaccu^, 
subjects. First (I believe) on the 25th of September (I. 816), we learn, on 
Turkish authority, that a sum of money had been sent into Bulgaria. But 
tliia was four days after* the peremptory despatch of Lord Derby had been 
written, in which (L 238) the restoration of buildings, and of industries, 
was deiiianded.t 

IX. It is, then, four, nav, more nearly five, months after the Massacres, 
when we begin to hear of the restorations. To repair the devastations of 

* I take it for granted that the substance of the important despatch of September 31 was 
mode known in anticipation or through Musuros Pacha by telegraph. 

-f- The Turks might certainly have retorted upon Lord Derby the strange plea he had used 
In May. When they had spent £u- less, he ol^ected to a demand of this kind In the Berlin 
Jtfemonuidam, on the ground that Turkey had no money to meet It. See Papers of 187C. 
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every kind, appaienHy of a bundred times tbd amomii;, the Porte, under 
the extrenest pressiue, skiwly supplied a sura of 1^000 Tnridah pounds 
(I. 316) = about 16»0O02. : and ordered tiie people to find and carry the 
wood of which the houses weve to be built. Mussulmans and Christians 
were alike included in this command : the latter impOYerished and plun- 
dered, the former (as a rule) untouched, or enriobed by spoH. Air. Baring 
says : ^^ I fear it is not too masAi to say that the greater part of this forced 
latx)uv will fall an Bulgarians, who cAn il>l aJbrd to give it" (I. 480» 
431X 

To find materials, and bring them to the spot, was imposed upon the 
rayahs, \vbo could not move out in safety to seek for them : and the cost 
of restoxatian wa» actually entered as a charge against those who were 
tbougpht likely to have at a future day the. means of paying for it (I. 525). 
Frraa. tiiose who )wd means*— means to pay a second time fbr their own 
houses— payment was exacted at once : and thus was the work ef r8Btor»> 
tion performed by tiM (loverament \ 

The Christian inhabitants of Peshtera were ordered to provide at Begha 
4800 beams of wood, or about eight beams for each able-bodie<t male 
(I. 525). A like requisition was made on the Mahometans, but they were 
rich wrth plundeiv the Christians had only the roof over their heads. 

And how was the work carried on ? Mr. Baring tells us on the 8th of 
OctoheK, that of fbrty-thiee Turkish houses in t^e place, no lees than ibrty 
were then rebuilt or were in course of it, " not a single Christian house 
(out of sixty-one) had been touched" (I. 526). 

All that was wanted to make the s^eme of tifeese rostoratieos perfeet, 
was suppliied hj pl«ciiig ove« them Ali Bey, as a superintendent Mr. 
Baring says : — 

** If the Cemmisaion wished io seteet a man, whose name would mspfre , 
tenor in the hearts <rf the Buljgarians, a most admirable Bisection has been 
made.'' (L 670 ; compare 669). 

Had there been a spark of humane feeling in the breast of the TUridsb 
Government, it would have endeavoured to make palpable to tiie people 
the* sense ofadesise to do jbstiee, and a moral change. But, in point of 
wantonness, the deeds which fbllowed the great Yengeanoe almost ex<* 
oeeded those whioh were included in it. Thus about the middle of July, 
before we had even learned officially any appreciable portion of the truth, 
irregfulars: fbrwarded by mil from Adriauople- to- tiie seat of vwr amused 
^enisebws *^in many places " (L 13) by firing from the train on such Bui* 
garians as dared to-labour in. tiie fields, and eren women,, as well as men» 
were, wounded iu l^is manner. 

Tiue, however, to tlie arts of falsehood', the Poite centinued" to send 
fbrth anodyne assurances ; and, when ^r Hem-y Bllibt had been fairly 
ohoked with, tiwm, assuredl tiie British Government through Musurua 
Faoha (Nov. 23, 1. 716) that all- that was needful had been done. Bfousea 
Inbuilt ,*- carpets, vietiiarlS) blankets distributed ; peasants supplied with 
agTMraltaoali implemonts and^ advanees in mon^. And all ^s oat of a 
fund of 16,000?. 

On the 2t8t of November (11. 265), aoeording tb Turkish account, only 
1598 houses out of 53Q0'had been rebuilt. The sum' of the matter, und^r 
this head, then, is that to the free action of the Porte there is due nothing 
whatever ; that what has been done was extorted by Lord. Derby; that it 
has been small in amount.,. late m time,, partial in distribution, and a new 
instrument of oppoessioa to maayr who> had already suffesed nnud^ 

X. jidtbough l^e idea of Bestoration ox alleviation m any ftmn dt)es not: 
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^'kolia^occmj-ediothe Turkish muicj, one 4epaxtinfiiit of tUe Stote at 
«^^d not forget Bulgaria ; tliat was me TasaBgD^partmeat 
JOn September 20, Consul Beade at Bufitcliuk heaxB that«4he war And 
wwr taxes aie being peremptorily levied ; and (liat many wli©h«ve lo^t 
tneir all, and cannot of course paj, axe treated w1th.greaj; i^veidty ^ fl.. il5). 
He adds, at that date, lie is <K)n¥injced thai a system prevails which, '*af 
the insurrection should be r-enewed wlH bring on a Jeu: worse atate of tbinfi9 
ihan hitherto." 

By September 20, this demand Md %eeii ^'suspendad " <L 418) in that 
disliict. But at Panagouoohta, writes Oaasnl Schuyler, where the local in- 
•dufi^y was entirely ruined, the people w<^e focced to paj the usual taxeik 
4Uid to make good, the danrnge done by ^ Turkish tiocps. Tli^ had been 
so careless as to bum a granary belonging to a tax^gatUereiv and theinhabi- 
lants were required to bear the loss. .{§ Eepresston.) 

XI. Hy eleventh head of change Is on the eontinuaDioe of the outrage^ 
through many weary months after the Massacres. And here the only di0ir 
«ul^ is how to escape fromoverwhelikiing the reader with the aboadance 
of the evidence. 

In July« writes Yice-OoHsul Dupuis on the 2Dth (L 12), aftar aH ihat 
liad occurred, there was a fresh levy of Bashi Bazouks at Haselfievi. 

** After committing excesses in that town, which oii^ght to have heea 
siLfficient warning to the authorities, they were suffered to depflst for Phi- 
llppopolls. The G'dZA of Hasskevi, and the Makie of Jlinoush, ** which had 
escaped, comparatively spealdng unhurt, the former raz2aa of i^ Baald 
Bazouks,'* ^ were destined i^is .time to become the scene ef new<autragei^ 
and fresh hora-ors." 

So 'then describes the careful organisation, under which these saffians 
conducted the business of plunder. 

Mr. lleade, who on Aug. 11 reported from Bustchuk the hangings .of 
Bulg^arians, on the 15th reports the gross maltreatment of a boy, iaeliming 
the "heating'.him unmercifully over the head," by a "regular," that is io 
say, a Turkish marine officer-; which I name, because he happened himself 
to witness it. He reported it to the Pa^, who " dki nothinjg whaiaver '^ 
pL 66). 

. On the 19th, he mentions that he has *' every now and then" reports of 
ro'bbery, violence, and often smurder by the Circassians.; a few days h^ore» 
of six Bulgarians murdered by them. lHo Bulgarian daee move aboui^ 
nnlcfis with a Turkish guard, "whom he has to pay heavily." "I haro 
oyer and over ^gain spoken to the Pasha .on the sut^lfiot, but to no 
purpose*' (I. 67). 

Mr. Brophy, on Aug. 18, reports from Bourgas (L 117) how on Jiuly 2X 
«ight Circassians attacked a Bulgarian family at midnight. The dyiUv 
and son were pricked with daggers to ol^tain moneys &e daughtac, <£ 
thirteen or fowrteen, was twice violated, the second time 'M>^ore hw 
f ather s eyes." He has heard, but is not quite ceitain, that thp gid. W96 
^ead. Other outrages were committed on Aug. 3 or 4 ; and on the 12ih, 
^hen four Circassians, on a sheep-stealing excursion, fired at the two 
ahepherds. One was killed, the other not expected to live. 

On Aug. 26 Mr. Brophy writes from Bourgas (I. 247): "On every side 
the Bulgaaians are robbed, beaten, or killed, by their Circassian or Turkish 
nei<j;hbours. llie rayahs are in many places afraid to go to their fields t» 
plough, or to the mill to get their corn ground. The Mussulmans of all 
races seem to consider that it is lawful to despoil the * infidel * in every 
way, and, if the * infidel * dare to resist, to murder him," 
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With mtioli more to a like effect ; and with a notice of some honoiuable 
exceptions *' among officials and private gentlemen." 

Observe that these reports are from a portion of Bulgaria hardly impU- 
oated in the rising. Let us now pass to the sonth of the Balkans. 

Mr. Baring reports on Sept. 20, fonr months after the Massacres, "no 
visible improvement has taken place in the condition of the Bolgarlaa 
Tillagers." The people were taken from their own grounds, to execufe 
forced labour for the Turks, in a case which he names, and he is assured 
the same goes on throughout the Province (I. 431). On the next day he 
writes thus from Tatar Bazardjik (L 432) : ** Not a day passes without 
the rayahs being insulted, threateneii, and made to feel thoir inferiority.** 
On the same day, Acting Y. 0. Calvert reports (I. 430) : ^ The inhabitanta 
of the burnt villages stand so much in dread of the Pomaks * that they 
dnre not go to the forests to cut wood for new dwellings ; whilst the 
Pomaks make continual raids on the shelterless people, and take what few 
things they possess." 

^ Passing again to the North, we find tliat Consul Reade on the 5th of 
October reports thus (L 519) : — 

'^ The open acts of tyranny and oppression of the chiefe of police, muni- 
cipah'ty, and such other authorities in power, that are also of daily occur* 
rence, are alone sufficient to goad any people into revolt" 

About the same time, October 6th, Consul Sanderson reports on the 
raids of the Circassians in the Dobrutscha. I will not dwell on the 
details of plunder and maltreatment : but it is well to notice that when 
these ruffians came up to serve as troops to Toultcha, by the order of the 
Governor, '*many of the inhabitants buried their goods." This is one of 
the minor [facts, perha^ more instructive in respect to the dailv and 
habitual life of the subject races in Turkey than any number of details . 
concerning actual crime. 

On the 5th of October, writing from Philippopolis, Mr. Baring repeats 
his statement ^ that no improvement had taken place in the condition of 
the Bulgarians " (I. 521), and supports it by some cases. The murder of a 
Christian at Streldja by two fellow-villagers ; the women there unable to 
repair to the field, as the Turks violate &em ; a man sent to the place to 
work at harvest, but the Turks attempt to violate him cu welt as his 
mother, and they fly. A theft happening at BcUova, two Bulgarians are 
seized ; and then two more, who are beaten until they consent to give evi- 
dence against the first two. A Bulgarian girl is beeiten by a Musstdman 
gipsy, for refusing to do forced labour for him. Christians demanding^ 
the restitution of stolen goods are threatened for it by the depredators 
who hold them. Wounded Bulgarians are seen in three cases bv Mr. 
Baring himself: but in the last of these, wonderful to say, and probably 
owing to his presence, the malefactors had been arrested. Such are a set 
of instances, wound up with a declaration that ** nothing can possibly be 
worse than the condition of the Christians in this part of Turkey" on the 
5th of October ; when the Porte had already had four months to repent of 
and redress the villainies, which, instead, it protected and rewarded. 
^^ , One day later, Mr. Calvert writes from the same place (I. 525) : — 

** As regords the general condition of the Christian peaeantrjr, I regret 
to say that it is as deplorable as ever. One well-authenticated incident 
will give an idea of the universal manner in which the Mussulmans are 
armed. A Pomak child, receiving the other day some real or imaginary 

* The local name for Mahomeian Bnlgarians. 
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olf€8ioe from a GhiiBtian woman in a village near Peshtera, drew s pistol, 
and fired point blank at the woman, wounding her severely in the belly/' 

She lay at Philippopolis '* in a precarious state." For the boy (of 8 or 
10 years) the law provided no punishment. For the last four months, at 
Ifiis^vi, the Christian inhabitants had been forced to work without pay 
for the Turks. 

In the Kalofer ease, the * Courier d'Orient ' was suppressed for criticising 
the declaration by Lord Beaoonsfield of the falsity of the story that forty 
girls had been burned there. It was fitlse. In every case of tenor such as 
this, however large the truth may be, it is sure to be exaggerated here and 
there by foble. But in that very place the villagers who contradicted the 
story said " that many women had been ravished, often in the presence of 
their relations" (1. 161); a favourite practice, as the Papers prove, with 
the Turks. Kany women were also killed (1. 14). 

At lengtii, on the 12th of November, Mr. Baring reports " a change for 
the better in the state of public security.'' But again on the 4th of Decem* 
ber, he regrets to have learned ** several cases of robbery and violence," and 
a regular raid, made upon Avrat-Alan by a number of Turks. There were 
troops in the place, and the robbers fled: but "no arrests were made" 
(II. 60, 61). 

On the 11th of December (IL 78) ho reports two deaths "under sus- 
picious circumstances," at Peroustit^, which he fears will make it more 
than ever difficult to obtain evidence against any Turk. A Bulgarian 
peasant has been found murdered on the road to Ba^rdjik. A policeman 
Czaptieh) steals the cat of an old man ; perhaps the only Uving thing, 
which was now left hhn in the world to love. When the old man came to 
reclaim it, the zaptieh cut him down, and gave him a severe wound in the 
wrist He went to Bazardjik to complain ; but the brother policemen, 
with a fine feeling of loyalty to their comrade, drove him off. Tlie zaptieh, 
thus under Mr. Baring's eyes, was captured; but (p. 79) he escaped, 
^ews came, Dec. 15, that he was recaptured. And we hear no more. It 
is the old story. Everywhere the insolence of old domination breaks out 
in crime; committed, in a large share of instances, by the professed 
ministers of the law. If the agent oi a foreign Government be near, if he 
chance to hear of it, if he be humane, intelligent, active^ bold, and per- 
severing, then the Porte is compelled for the moment to mask its habitual 
purpose of shielding and rewarding outrage in a case hke this, and to take 
some lazy measure towards a trial, in the nature of a first step which need 
not he followed up. So it is under the happy combination of all these i/s^ 
which does not always happen. It did happen in the case of Mr. Baring. 
But how was it possible, even for him->and I think that the Queen has 
never had a braver or a better servant— to follow up continuously every 
case, to track the Porte and its agents through all its shiftings and escapes, 
to inspire, into what was for every purpose of good no better than a corpse, 
the hearty pulse of justice ? 

On the 30th of November (II. 83) Mr. Calvert reported that, owing to 
the presence of soldiers, at last obtained, and - to the punishment of some 
recent outrages, a gradual yet continuous improvement was observable. 
The country was now full of relief-agents, every one of whom would be a 
centre of protective influence ; and it would have been somewhat difficult 
to keep the troops out of Philippopolis at a time when it liad become neces- 
sary to mass them in the Peninsida of the Balkans on account of tlie 
threatening attitude of the Russian forces. 

But on the 19th of December, Mr. Baring is again found entreating: 
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fffofteetuui for the village of P«tnich fkont thooe who were iU leeidi and 
should hftPe been its aealoiu proteetonL Bene, lie nyc, near tike VSUj^at 
of fiofia, tbe ToAb shov s xaost lawleie epiiit, and ommit centiamal 
iobb6riee(IL178). 

Again going aertlmaeda,^» fad fro«iiir«Beade on tee 36tfa of D^ ^ 
ber that through the Vilayet of the Danube the Christians are in gieatnnd 
genend ciana ; tkat, iviiile be iras ikeve, lobberiea and violenoeairara eom- 
miited bf oAor afnwmim— ■, «■ well as hw Okcaasians; that Fandoaidy 
£kittan, a noiocioiu and whoieBale offender during the MaMaeraa, htA been 
ali thin time at lazge, nntil, uder psemne fzom bim, bail waa eKaoted ; 
that tbe TiUages enjoying seeurity oaiy obteined it by paying OireaaBiaBQS 
for zmmnnity.at tlie mteof d<MO to 4000 ^iaitUnB a year (II. fOS). 

Hem eloaea tbe aidEening aeiies of offieiai lepmis. TJiese outrages wwe 
thus constantly oommitted, with aSsnndant ahelter from n Gevenmeat 
vhidi toaraids onkage at least iras traly paternal, npon a people moat of 
wfamn had no ooncera wbvterer in the rising ; and at a time, when tbe rest 
were enbdned, luid even grovelHag, under 4ifojeet terror, end under &e 
memory, mingied witii the anticipation, of abomiBations hard to beliere, 
and ill some cases hi too fonl to name. 

Happily we have the promise of a further report; from Consul Sofanyler 
upon ti&is subject. In the meantime, for the months of January and 
February, I refer to the petition of Bulgarian Notables, dated Feb. 3, in 
iSbe* Daily Kews' of Harch 3; to a petition, which has been presaited 
from the Tillages in the district of Tatar Bazardjik to the Bepresenta^Tes 
<f£ the Six Powers, and of whieh I possess a copy ; finally to the deehu»- 
tion of a Bulgarian, whom Mr. Jasper Hoore, an English gentleman well 
Imown in pc^itioal ike, attests to me at maong the very best authorities in 
the coantiy, I subjoin his description, dated Feb. 26, 1877, Ircm PhiUp- 
popolis. 

** Tiie Jnggeruaut of Tui^ish extortion is abroad ; a debased paper 
earrency, foroed labour for transporting nulitary stores, or for working at 
military works, n aeeend compulsory war oontribution, squeeze the very 
£fe-bliood o«t of our people. . . Murders, outrages, and robberies by 
Muasuhnans on Cliristiane aie oocnrring almost daily. Why should tiiey 
not? Mldbat*s Oonstitntion was made for the Europeans, and not for m 
people of this eonnhry f 

Bneli is the eontinniag eendition of Bnlgaria. One outrage perhaps In 
a bandied represaed or noticed, a:)d tiiat always nncier lepresental^ or 
infiuenee from the agents of foreign Powers; who do not peroeiye or 
Appreciate ^e xkormol utility of these outrages in producing the suhmls- 
•siiTenesB, whic^ is regarded as the only secure basis for the TurM^ dooxi- 
nation. 

XII. The presenoe of a military force in Bulgaria has been but a bad 
security against outrage. But it wns the only one; einec the presence of 
Bashi Bazouks, or the free action uf the Mussulman Pomaks, was in- 
rariably a security not against outiage, but for it. The regulars were 
heanly implicated, on yeuious occasions, in tbe crimes of the suppresnon,* 

* See, for example, Mr. Baring's Report, J. lot. After a recital of Imhtok {euda as (the 
violation, foUowed by the murder, qfa girl of fourteen, in thepr-esence of Iter mother), he 
«ayj», ** The case is not improved by ibe feet that these deeds were committed not only hy 
Bashi Baaoaks, bat also by KgHlan; 13m Arab fl^ldiers in pAiticiilar disttngui^fng them- 
selves by their lioentioosne&e and ferocity." Again. ** I aw told," says Mr. Manh <I. tSfil 
'" that the soldiers in Sliven number 600. . . But I myself have seen and €zperieno6d their 
lawlessness. The city would be safer without them!" Also see Mr. Schuyler on IfoTO 
3faliftUeh and Feroastitea. 
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Scoa^loBg of even theiir claaraotcr ma,j be infened from the Blue Booka^ 
o§ last yeair. I quote the ease^. because I stated it with full detail in Tta-- 
liament on July 31, 1876, and no contradiction has been or could be given. 
A. party of twelve refugees eame- baek from Dabnatia to Hwzegayma^ on 
the invitation of the Forte, undei? the eseort of a party of regukurs. The 
xrefugeeswere attacked, and massacred to a maa> by somo^ locaX Mahome* 
ttois I the appointed guavdiana stood by and looked on (Papers of 1S7&, 
I. 49). However, th^ vms a chimee that they might do tbeix duly in 
IBul^ois^ on which tlio eyes of ail Europe were now set. Without Uiepi^ 
die ordinary routine of pluader, rausder, rape, and bestiaJUty, was certain. 
Without them, also, says Mr. Sandison, it was not easy to say (I. 372) how 
fax the Commission would og even could do its duty. 

On the 2^h of September, nearly five months after the Massacres brgan,. 
Mr; Baring reports, from the central point of Philippopolis, as follows 
CI. 431>:— 

** Ko troops have been sent here from Ck>nstantino«>ie ; the 3000 men 
wbt> left last week,, and some of whom were said to be destiaed to ^arstsoar 
tbds town,, went en to the seat of wnr.'* 

This passage- opens up aiM>ther of th« dark labyrinths of iniqpiity and 
&k»hoed, into which we miffit now deseend. 

The practice of the Turks and their devotees, since the Massacre s, hat- 
been persistently to ascribe ^' what ooeurred " to the want of leguUos. On 
their own showing, then, it was the first duty of the Porte to si4>ply tfaas- 
waat. It would be ridiculous to contend that thiaEmpive of forty millions^ 
ready as it is stated to fa^oe the eighty millions of tiie Czar, or eveji all 
Europe, in arms, could not supply 8000 or 4000 men for Bulgaria, because 
it bad to conduct military (X)eFatious agamst popuktions numbecing say 
' two miUioQs, who were aided in Serbia by three or four thousand Biosian 
volunteera From May to July 1^ however, OTen sucbi & waot did not e&ist. 
We find,, notwithstaadiog, that Bulgaria remains denuded of nilitary, to 
such an extent that Acting Yice-Consul Calvert has to move thie Porte 
tbzQugh Sir H. Elliot,, by tdiegraph from Philif^petis, on two suocessive- 
daysr to provide for the pf.'aee of one of its own pnyriaoes lying nex.t it» 
capitaL On the 164h of September he annoanees that threats aieficeeltf 
used by the Uussalmaue, that isolated outrages aire frequent^ and " eaa 
<mly be stoj^oed by eonsiderable reinforeements of troops and potioe to dish 
ann Turks.'' On the 17th, we are told the local Governor had abready 
^j>plied to 0<mstantiDople, but witliout result. ^'Bloodshed o& a smidB 
scale possible, unless more troops sent at once'* (I. 373). The Qovetnor 
ittd made a see(md applicaticQ. All in vain ! 

On tt&e 19th, Sir H. Elliot sent his Dragoman to represent the caset^ 
With the two applications of hia own Governor in his pocket, the Grand; 
Yjair impudently replied, ^ that the news reeetved by the Sublime Porte 
w»e satislactory, and that nothing necessitated the Gevenaoent sending 
trocms in the direction of Philippc^lis." 

Tnis» it may be said, was the Grand yi2hr, not the impeccable Midhnt. 
But uikfoi'tixiiately the next wcads of the Dragoman axe, " Midhat Pbehs 
lias confirmed the woids of the Grand Vizir'* (1. 374). 

It seems, however, to have been felt that this portion of the miserable 
iSuree had been rather overacted; and Sir H. Elliot writes on the 20th 
(L 373X '* I hare shioe been told tltat a considerable number of troops have 
been sent to the district in question.'* Join on to this Mr. Baring's report 
of the 26th ; and the picture is complete, aa to the particular transaction. 
But the particular transaction must also be joined on to the original 
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proceedings of the Turk. At the outset of the rising ** the provincial 
authorities sent urgent appeals to Constantinople for troops r' but the 
Giund Yizir did not send them (I. 164). 

Mr. Baring insinuates that he listened to the evil counsels of Bussia. 
But where, in this great emergency, were the good counsels, and the 
boasted influence, of England ? If it be true that Russian agents recom- 
mended that the Massacres should be allowed, it is all the more expedient 
that we should keep out Russian ascendancy by now at length snowing 
t\\o Slavs that they have something else to lean on ; but no counsel of 
Russian agents can in the least degree diminish, though it might cumulate, 
the abominable guilt. 

Why were not the Bashi Rizouks recalled when their horrible proceed- 
ings had becjme known ? Sir H. Elliot incessantly pressed it. (Papers, 
1.9). 

On May 23, 1876, Mr. Sandison, by the order of the Ambassador, 
strongljr remonstrated against the employment of the Bashi Bazouks in 
Bulgaria, peace still prevailing ; but the Grand Vizir replied. that he had 
referred the matter to Abdul Kerim, the Commander-in-Chief ; to that 
Abdul Kerim whose written order to kill, bum, and destroy, we are told 
that Shefket Pacha carries, as the amulet of his safety. (Papers of 1876, 
m. 214.) 

On the 8th of June (Papers of 1876, III. 267), tlie Ambassador was 
assured that the iri'egulars had been recalled. But on a later day of the 
same month, the Porte expressly refused to withdraw them ; and we now 
further know that at a later date a fresh levy of them, and also of Circas- 
sians, was made. (Papers of 1877, 1. 12.) 

On the 5th of October Mr. Reade reports that, for want of police and 
military, <* the public security is very unsatisfactory,*' both in the Do- 
brutcha and almost throughout the Vilayet of the Danube (L 518). 

This relates to Bulgaria north of the Balkans : we have already accounted 
for the country to the south. 

XIII. Among the many recitals of the defensive or apologetic language 
by which the Porte waa obliged to conceal its real sentiments respecting 
the Massacres, there is not tol>e found one single expression of condemna- 
tion, nay, not oven of regret, for the utter ruin, and ineffable sufferings, of 
so many Bulgarians. It appears that no pressure of words from England, 
no dread of acts from Russia, has been able to draw from the Porte one 
syllable against the Massacres. From a certain point of view, this is even 
creditable. 

The favourite method is to describe the Bulgarian outrages as '* recent 
events "(II. 50), "occurrences" (I. 316), ** what has occurred " (I. 750). 
But sometimes there seems to arise a vision of diminished receipt from 
Bulgaria; and we hear of the *• troubles" (11.319), "losses" (11.225), 
^* grievous sacrifices *' (II. 24). The nearest approach to decency that is 
found practicable is in the phrase "unhappy business" (I. 61), used by 
Safvet Pacha on the 10th of August, and " sad episode " on December 
23rd (II. 225). Turkey sought, too, ** to heal the wounds of the civil war," 
by the means faintly imaged in these pages. The true spirit comes out in 
the speech of Ali Effendl, delivered for the Grovemment in the trial of 
Alish Pehlivau, on the 20th of December, as it is reported by Mr. Baring. 
*'• Had it not been for the gallant efforts of those public benefactors, the 
Bashi Bazouks, the Empire would have been placed in great ^pardy " 
(II. 179). And this is borne out by the judgment of Mr. Baring m another 
•dispatch (I. 4a2). 
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« The vast majority of the Mussulman population look upon the perpo* 
irators of the horrors not as criminals, but as heroes, who, for their praises- 
worthy efforts to extirpate a noxious race, have deserved well of their 
country* 

XIV. I have not discovered in a single document proceeding from th» 
Porte an admission that any excesses had been committed by the Mahome- 
tans in Bulgaria. When Sir Henry Elliot says he had received promises 
(e.gr. I. 419), that the " guilty " should be punished, he does not profess 
to be quoting official language. In the view of the Porte, and in the 
declarations of the Porte, there are nowhere any guilty, except Bulgarian 
Cliristians. 

Two methods of proceeding, however, seem to have been pursued. Ia 
commimicating with the British Ambassador, it would have been perilous 
to say outright there was no outrage, no atrocity, in the execution of the 
Vengeance. The indirect method is therefore adopted. On June 19,. 
1876, the Grand Yizir (Papers of 1876, III. 344) dwelt upon the exaggera- 
tions, which were but here and there ; on the atrocities of the OhribtiaDS, 
which cannot be said to have existed in the sense in which the Turks 
flooded Bulgaria with atrocities ; of the foreign agents, respecting whom 
Mr. Baring spoke in his first Beport, but explained in a later Paper that 
they were not foreign at all, but were expatriated natives of Bulgaria. 
Again, Safvet Pacha complained bitterly that the deeds of the Turks were 
exaggerated by the newspapers : and this at a time when British official 
' agents had hazarded the astounding statement that it was uncertain on 
which side the greatest amount of crime had been committed 1 

But for the outer world, a different and bolder course was adopted. I 
refer again to the Order of Blacque Bey, in which he speaks, on the 8th of 
. August, of the pretended excesses committed in Bulgaria, and recites as 
part of the ground for suppressing a newspaper, that it had ascribed to 
itself a sort of merit in having been the first to expose those imaginary 
crimes (supposes). 

So on the 5th of October (L 524) Toussoun Bey stoutly maintained 
*' that there had been no massacre at Dervent." This worthy's perform* 
ances at the place are thus recorded by Mr, Baring (I, 523) ;— 

Men slain at Dervent 58 

Women and children ... 192 

Infants ••• ».• ... 30 

And surely, in addition to his other decorations, still enjoyed, he 
deserves the title of *' the Infant-Slaughterer." 

But it is not necessary to multiply the denials of inferior authorities in 
detail ; for we proceed next to the highest of all authorities. It is how* 
ever well to mention that, in close parellelism with the denials and eva* 
sions, run the careful suppression of intelligence. 

On one occq^ion the Porte had put into action a perilous machinery. 
After the scandalous afiair of £dib Effendi, it sent two Christian Com> 
missioners of its own to Philippopolis ; and moreover it instructed them 
to teU the truth. It appears that they tried -to do so. With regard to 
^ the principal scenes of slaughter " their report did not *^ differ materially 
from that of Mr. Baring,'' except as to numbers slain ; and they denounced 
the conduct of those who executed the Vengeance in the severest terms. 
At Batak they set forth that the villagers had given up their arms before 
they were assailed ; and that '* men, women, and children w^re ruthlessly 
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«il*tigMered by the Basfai BazomkB, led by Achmet Aglia, hk son, and Ills 
jBcmm-law'' (1.418, 419). 

But this TCport has been kept back by the Tsrldsh Goveniineijt ; and 
it was not from them, but by some other means, that Sir H. Elliot elilatBied 
an acquaintanoe with its eontents (ibid.). 

XY. On the 13 th of Jaimary, 1877 (II. 190), Lord Salisbury sends home 
«, list of proposals to which as an inredueible minimum the Kussian repne^ 
sentative, and to which also the other wpresentatives, had agreed. Among 
ithcse is named — 

'^ General amnesty to CSiristiaas condenmed for politioftl reasons.^ 

In II. p. 274, Midhat is represented by Sir H. Elliot as haying -deeiSiied 
ihc proposal. 

In p. 302, Lord 8alisb«iy i&ewtioiis on ihe Itdi dT Januaary, a •otfao&uifm 
proposed by Midhat. He offered '* to grant an amnesty to MmmilmaRa 
.and Christians.** This amnesty would, as Lord SnliMyory p ro e ee ds to 
observe, hmo inchided Shef ket Pacba and Ac^miet Afi:ha. 

XVI. We may now proceed to consider the authenltic Ottoman aiceonnt 
cf tlie Bulgarian Massacres. It was delivered by Safvet Pa^a, in the 
assembled Ceaferenoe, on the 23rd of December. We shall find tAiat ft 
did not stop short of enniogy. Assuredly ef blame it does Bot eontaia a 
woi^, except for tbe "revol«rti<amry party," and the Bulgarian people. 

The revolt hioke t^nt, said Safvet Pacha, ** in a country as quiet as it 
was prosperoiis :" o£ whinh the moml wants had been the ebject of a spedal 
4M)lieitude, se Uiat llie Perte was e^n accused of an undue partiality &r 
the Bulgarians (XL 225). 

No attempt is made to eostain by evidence lAiis string of gross untruths. 
It was perlsiaps hoped that we sbouVd have mistaken the schools, which 
the energy of the people had boilt Ibr tlkemeelves at their own cost, or • 
which in some casss misBioBary activity had supplied, Sor a sign of the 
OMttal aolicitude of the Turk. 

These ungrateful Bulgarians, he continues, deluded by the Grangers, 
jrose agaiiurt tbeit benefactor, «nd massacred, pillaged, aiKl burnt out Hie 
MusB&Dans. Bat (he movement was l e piKjeBed , <* without that elfosion of 
blood which was pretended.*' .... Quite on the contrary .... **one 
would be astonished that an insurrection, which had for its object the con- 
version of all the Peninsula of the Balkans into a vast field of slaughter, 
could have been suppressed and completely annihilated, in so short a time, 
and without having had more losses to complain ef." 

Such is the estimate formed by the official Turk of orgies which hell 
itself might have envied. B«t he is not yet content. In the face of 
EurOT)e, he pronounces a deliberate eulogy upon his crimes (II. 227). 

*^ Tvakey can say that it is her firmness and moderation which have over- 
powered that great revcdutionaty oonispiracy,'^ which openly aimed at the 
overthrow of the OMemaa Erapife, aind at profeniidly distorbing the peace 
of Europe." 

. And for this, «nd the whole of its services ( tbid.\ ^'"l^e Ottoman 
Oovemmetft hdieves it has aoqtdred new claims to Ihe Bympathetio interest 

«the Great Powete." 
^ Ihese deekraticns enl^ly suppoit my view. From first to last the 
Porte has been oonsietent. Compelled at times for a moment to dissemble, 
it has retamed, upon Ifce^ earliest opportunity, to its point of view. The 
Moodshed in Bulgaria was small not great, the whole proceedings good not 
bad. How, if this fails, is it possible ibr us to be undeceived as to the 
character, in its internal government, of an ully with whom the British 
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Ambftaaado g lK»pe» to see iw draim into jei eloaat iiatof mFtepatfar and 
friendBliip(I.425)? 

XYIL The inquiry, originallv wrung from the P^rte^hftftbeen pt&fei, by 
its history and upshot, to be a fictitious a&d p>e4end6d^ iaqniiy, m insdcery 
and a prostitution of justice. 

I might lengthen this pamphlet by setting (auA in detail the seiies of 
opm^ints by idae AmbassadDr, tlie ConsuH the Foreign S«otel»ry, 
Ifr. faring, respecting th» delays, the evasioas, the partiality, of the Com«- 
miflsionyitB eyioont deierminartkn to do a» little a» poesibie^aBd to do 
nothing that was efiectiTe; or (which is the same thaig) that ceald brin^ 
it inrto eollision with the inflamed and sa^agia teMfir ef tW liahoBefen 
population of Bulgarin. 

Aa leqiMcts Lord Derby, it may be ^ough to say that on the 24tk ef 
November (IL H) he addressed to th« Porte through Lord Sedinbury ^ 
most seyere condemnation of the Commission ; and t^ this oondemnatioif 
was- cited by the Gevemment on the 12th of February, 1877, in the House 
of CoaMURMik a &et lAowing that we must consider it as still in full force* 

Liord I>9rby ocmtrasts the laxity 'shown in bringing the Mussulmans to 
justice with '^ the actirity displayed by the Porte in' punishing the Chris- 
tians ;" and says of the Commission, the am^ded and final Commission 
(tbid,): . 

*^ The conduct of the Commission has also been in many other respects 
most unsatisfactory : Ihe few members of it, who have shown any capacity 
for judicial investigation, have been cbedied and hindered by the inter- 
ruptions of their colleagues ; and, months after the massacre of hundreds 
of women and children, and of unarmed men, the Commissionei*s are still 
considering whether such murders are crimes." 

Down to this date the Turkic Qoveniment had only supplied a sum of 
7000{. for the rvstoraiion of the riUagft Kothiog done to restore' the 
iiidvsteies. It was do«btftd htfw many of the kidnapped women had been 
brought back. No examples on the spot. The trials far from the seene 
of tiw outrages. '* The pfoceedings have thus been delayed, the eifed of 
eorarple losty and the enSs of justice to a great extent frastmted " {ibid,y, 

While Lord Derby described as above the conduct of the Commission* 
tbe Porte, at very nearly the same date, on the 22od of Kofember, assured 
the worlid (1. 751) that its progress waa ''most satisfiMtcnry ,**' thai the eha- 
iBJOkei of its members "*• offered every guarantee " for jnstice ; that '* it waa 
dobag Hs work so speedily, that nothing fhrthet could be desired/' 

Until after the severe de^atch of Lord Derby, dated September 21, w# 
now hear from Ui, Baring (September 27, L 432% that *' not one «f thos^ 
wIdo^ eonimitted the atrocitka had been put into eonfiDement." 

Wfaatythen, is the npdiot, as far M at tbia dote we know it? 

II is important to bear in mind that aft«r the mffder of the Consuls ai 
Saloniea by a fanatcoal populace, not acting under the orders or aecording: 
to the mind of the Government, the Porte made no diffienlty about hazigSng^ 
at cnce six, and condemning fo death six morsy of the efifenders. The 
extrMfdinary contrast between this proceeding and the oonrse follewed in 
the Bulgarian oaser cannot poesibly'have been witbo«t a cause; The 
Poorte does not ctesiro the nnirder of GmisuUi The Salonicamob had not 
understood the Government ; the ofienders in Bttlgnia had md^stood it^ 
and folflUad its wilt 

Ob the 12th of Febnmry, the Under-Seoretsry ef Btatd tot Vbreign 
AffBdn gave the fiDUowisg aocoant of the sent«D06tf pronounced in Bulgaria 
fiot coweases in tha exeeotion df the Yengeatiee. 
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Two condemned to death : Aohmet Aga, and an inskntfioant person, 
Melto Behtash. 

One to haid labonr for life. 

Three to hard labour for terms. 

Two to short imprisonments. 

Two functionaries recalled. 

Of the execution of these sentences, Mr. Bourke had nothing to say. 
They were sentences only. Tliey were ten in numher. In the case of the 
two Consuls at Salonica, where the Turkish mob really had some sort of 
excuse, they were twenttf-eeven, (Papers of 1876, IV. 56.) 

I am not sure that this answer did full justice to Uie Turk. We hear 
from Mr. Brophy on July 22 (1. 13), that a Bashi Bazouk was stated to 
fcaye been hung, it did not appear for what crime. Somewhere else the 
death of another obscure male&ctor is reported. If we add these two to 
the list, it stands as follows : — 

ottwo Consuls. ^"^iSrfc^lS^^ 

Hung... ... •.• 6 2 

Sentenced, not hung 6 2 

Other sentences ...IS ... 8 



III. Conclusion. 



Our results on the. whole may be summed up as follows : — 

The Porte at first intended no^ inquiry at all into the repression, but 
energetically followed up the Massacres with further and rather sweeping 
yengeance. 

It did not trust to avowed vengeance only; but prolonged the reign of 
terror and suffering in Bulgaria by advisedly withholding military guar- 
dianship. 

To make its teaching yet more intelligible, it rewarded the most pro- 
minent cases of cruelty, and other yet worse outrage, by decorations, com- 
mands, and offices, as exhibitions of virtuous and patriotic energy ; and it 
excluded from reward, or even visited with the punishment of dismissal, 
the ca»BS, not a few, of courageous humanity among the Mussulmans, as 
exhibitions of a spirit unfaitliful to the domination of Islam. 

So far its action was perfectly spontaneous, as well as consistent; and it 
was singularly favoured bv the extraordinary reticence, which kept back 
from the people of England the officially-attested knowledge of the Mas- 
soci'cs, imtil in the month of August, three months after they had occurred, 
it began to ooze out 

Then arose the indignation of this country ; it resounded in every other ; 
and in a sudden manner, and probably with surprise, the Porte, wnich had 
been exulting in the success of its ^eat achievement, found itself charged, 
in the hearing of all Europe, with having committed through its agente a 
portentous mass of crimes. 

When the first mutterings had ' previously reached it. Commissioners 
were sent out, and official pai)er8 contrived, and 'circulated in Europe, 
which by omission, and by positive falsehood, wholly put aside the charges. 
This measure was carefully, backed by the suppression of a newspaper for 
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daring to support them ; i^d false confefisions were extorted from the 
terrified popmation, to assure the world that they were uufounded. 

After other shifts, as the Indignation ** did not 'pass but grew,'' a Com- 
mission was appointed to proceed judiciaUy. Men known to be bad were 
placed upon it to mar the action of their more honourable collec^es. The 
support of adequate force, which is required in order to withstand the exas- 
perated pride of the Mahometan population, was withheld. Evasions and 
<ielaT8 of every kind were practised ; the Christians charged, and sometimes 
-tlie Christian counsel who defended them, exhibited the most abject terror. 
n7he bad men of the Commission bullied and domineered from the bench. 
7he sentences have been few, slowly extorted under incessant diplomatic 
pressure, with the threat of Bussian arms, and with the presence and inces- 
sant vigilance of foreign agents, especially of Mr. Baring. They have also 
l>een illusory, for as to those of confinement with or without hard labour, 
-^e have no means of knowing whether it has ever been inflicted, or wheUier 
if begun it will be continued. The only real, that is the only irrevocable 
sentence has been that of death, pronounced after some months of delay 
on one or two persons ; in December, on a Pomak who had previously been 
rewarded for his crimes : and this sentence has not yet, in March, been 
executed. Even were the Turks, to alter now the character of their pro- 
ceedings, it is far too late. We have before us, ** with ample verge and 
room enough/' the true character, first of their spontaneous view and action 
on the Massacres; secondly, of the niggardly amount of make-bdlieve 
inquiry and retribution, which gratitude for favours too many and too 
recent, which the fear of estranging friendly sympathy too long maintained, 
which humanity, which reason, which policy, which anything short of 
coercion could wring out of a State, of which the heart is on this subject 
' harder thim the nether millstone. 

** Daris genait te cautibtu horrens * 
Cancasus, Hyrcaiueque admdrunt ubera tigres." * 

It had become too late, for a long time too late, by any spasmodic change 
of proceedings to abate the force of the evidence here inadequately sketched, 
when on Friday, the 1st of March, the Under-Secretary of State was asked 
whether it was true that Toussoun Bey, the Infant-slaughterer, an offender 
second only to Shefket Pacha, with his batch of coadjutors, had been 
acquitted, and whetiier Mr. Baring had taken away the sanction of his 
presence from the Court which had performed this shameless mockery of 
Justice ? The answer was, that Toussoun and his accomplices had been 
absolved ; that Mr. Baring had departed ; and that no more trials would 
take place. 

This is not a treatise on the subject of the East at large. But the Bul- 
garian outragesy'though they are not the Eastern Question, are a key to 
the Eastern Question. They exhibit the true genius of the Turkish 
Government Externally an isolated though portentous fact, they unlock 
to us an entire mystery of iniquity. Vast as is their intrinsic importance, 
they are yet more important for what they indicate, than for what they 
are. The heaviest question of all is not what was suffered in a given 
district at a given date, but what is the normal and habitual condition of 
eight or ten millions of the subject races, who for fifteen generations of 
men have been in servitude to the Turk. This is, I may say, the question 
of questions. And of this we can best judge by observing what is the 

• VirglL Ml, IV. 366. 
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^ottdnet of the €^enniien<ft a&d jffs ffge&ts upon a gresit and pahatny oeea- 
Blon, whecih, for (mee, it is Ibrauglit fully ftto tietr . Lei fM w^ f&en, wimf 
light has ja«i been eftst upon if. Wffib tfte otrtniffes the T<»t6 now itnnds 
limJteraf)!;' Mfeniifled; and a Ckyfemnent se M^tilled is not nker^fy 
weak, or imote&t^ or passionale, or erue! in tifiis or that psrticiibr: tt is a 
GoTernmenr which revetses the great eanon of right and wrong,- flini 
which, in the holding down of the snbjeet niees, aoopls the motto grteik 
ly Milton* to his Salatn'— 

«• EtIT, t» tboa my good.** 

Hot, indeedrthai thas inverted law is fev the Forte &a uninaying^ rttle? of 
aetioB. There w no mtdi thhig in the world. Man is nerer oonststen^ 
in eyil of in good. Hepe, tet, interest, shasiev a better nature tweaking^ 
into light vfon oediHo% may ptodiSQer in its esnynoix^aoB and seosndoryr 
acttoBy nraaL that is kifs erif, and even soaie'TeKy lew things th«t are 
good. Bnt as in iaadividasil life» so in the life of OorenimeiiitSr it i» f he- 
great crisis that senohes nature to its depths, and bringa oot ttie tme 
i^irit of the man. The Bnlgariao rising was a great cnaifl. A people of 
flye nMDions, the most dOcile, patient, and subnnssiTer in all Europe^ had 
dared! to commenee a revolt. It was as if the idieep weie to attadc the 
butcher, and fill him for a moment with alarm. Ifueh violfenee, som» 
emeltyv might in those cireumstanees well be nndenitood. Babitnai bnt* 
tality, exasperated by i^r, so far firom remembering in the hour of wrat^ . 
the ioBg endurance of a. sxjSenw mce, detemrined that in proportion to 
tiieir efinMnaey in heaving should be tbeir deep deseent into the pit of 
snflbring. Bulgaria had on the whole tberetotbve exhibited the most 
splendid example of snccessful Turkism^in its perlrat submission to terror ;: 
in the seeming extinction even of the wish to mnrmnr ; histly, in the ' 
copious reyenues yielded by its dogged indnstry. Alfieri boasted of th& 
Italians, long years before Uteir resarrcction to a nation's life^ 

i^j . ** Slam senrl bl ; ma servi ognor firementi." 

In Bulgaria^ generally^ even the last sigh had been stifled; it seined 
not even to frS for freedom* And it is no wonder if to those who had 
spoiled this maenifieent success, this great work ci art, there was due, on 
the prindples ot Turkism, under the Impulses of the wild beast thatdweUa 
in hmuan nature, an exem^ary vengeanee* This is not new. The wara 
of the Serbian and of the Ureek Bevohhtionsf supplied apparoit paxallela 
to the great BulgaiiaQ YengeaDce* But GhristeMcsn had not then the 
open c^imels, whieh happily it now possesses^ for tolerably full oommu-* 
nication of the facts ; and though we may beUeve, we are not judicially 
entitled to assert^ that the Turkish Government had at those junctures, as 
' it has had now, ilM' wretebed perpetiatoraof the acts for the mare tools of 
ite master-spirit^ vrotking from the eentre at Constantioople for the nrisery 
^man. 

Thask I say agaifiy ia upon the whole the gveat anti-human qj>ecimen of 
humamty. To exorcise It will be easy, when the exoieisers are agreed r 
difficult only aa k»g as some remain wrapped in contented ignoranoei^ 



othent. case-hardened in political selfishness^ and s<»ie even possessedy aa 
the British Ambassador has been possessedy with tiie belief that the condir 
tkm of the sub)eci mces Of Turkey ought to be supremely determined by 

t See e.g. the admirable paper of Mr. Godkla on the iflaBtem QaeBtlon in the * North 
Amerioim Keview * for January, letT. 
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whaAev&r our estimaie of Britiah inleiieflts uaj xequiie.* A £tCle ia^Hi 

in the ineradicable difference between riglit and wrong is worth a great 

' deal of Boropeaa diplomacy, bewildered pj views ii dare neither dismiw 

nor nyow. In this state of tMngs, aaad e^en with the great example of Hx. 

Canning in the case of Greece before ixs, it wae nfrtuzal to hope, «b ieng «8 

hope was not iirational, that tiie. disease of Turkey was curable; thai 

the mild and gentle tone, which the spirit of oar Oeaitory has tntoed into 

80 many GoYeiumenta, might find aoeess even to ihe hard heart of the Porte. 

But idiis hope <Mily could be rational, only could be even escusaUe, iso long 

as it remained ready io own tiie tnsth, to conform itself to the teadiaig of 

experience. This teaching we have now, to [our sorrow, perhaps «Tea te 

our sAiame, obtained. Neither weakness, nor Mctdent, nor ignooanoe, avir 

an occasional £t of fury, nor ihe unfaithfolness of agents to <tbeir prind^el, 

lies at the root of the Bulgarian Massacres. They are the true expression 

of the spirit and policy of the Turkish Goyeronent in seasons of eoaep> 

giencj ; when, passing from the indifference and contempt witii which it 

comraonly reifards every function of civil government, except the receipt 

of money, it dispds the pxvecarious ease for whidi ait times thaft indiffer- 

onoe and contempt leave room, and in the words of l^utschli, ^^does 

not i^uink from sanguinary horrors" in support of its '^barbaioas 

4omination."t . 

Again, then, I repeat ti^e accusation. The Trakish Govemment, which 
debases its subiects when theysulxBit,Andby its agents plunders, violates, 
and naurdiers them '* at its own sweet will" from time to time, has a more 
developed and consistent method for seasons of erisis. On the oceasions 
when they rise, as in Bulgaria, it exliausts upon them, it must be delibe- 
rately said, all the resources of a wiolcedness more fiendish than human, 
either by instigation beforehand, wliioh is not yet proved, or by reward, 
protection, sanction afterwards, which is proKi^d. After the most solemn 
and reiterated pledges to endow them with equality of lights, after inoes- 
saut boastings of its own beneficeut and {latemal spirit, after trampHmg in 
the dust all these promises, and confutiag all -&ase boasts by its acts a 
hundred times repeated, it is inexhanstible like Proteus in ever new forms 
of evafflon and escape, available to oosen none except those who are, lasdly 
or perversely, willing to be deceived. Thus it is now going to be regene- 
rated, for liie hundredth time; it has kumched, at loigth, its written 
Constitution. On this I do XMt waste a wonl ; but I simply refer to the 
straightforward declaration of Sir Stafford Northcote,t and to the masterly 
and lacerating exposure of Lord Salisbury.§ If ever, in the whole history 
of human action, a negative was demonstrated by experience, it is the moral 
impossibility that the Porte either will or can efi5caciously transmute by 
self-retfbrm the relation between itself and its subject rncea. And ar« we 
thus to go on from day to day, and from year to year? 

«( The dajB will grow to weeks, the weeks to months, 
The mouths will add themselves and make the years." 

We palter, we excuse, we set up false lights to draw us off the path; at 

* ** We'may and must feel indignant at the needless and monstrous severity with which 
the Bulgarian insurrection was put down; but the necessity which exists for England to 
prevent changes from occurring here, which would be most detrimental to ourselves, is not 
affected by the question whether it was 10,000 or 20,000 persons who perished in the sup- 
pression/'—Sir ff. Elliot to the Earl <^ Derby, Sept. 4, ifftt. Papers, f. 197. 

f "Das Rechtder Europalschen Intervention in der TOrkei."— In •We Gegenwart/ 
Berlin, December 9, 1876. 

X « Times ' of Feb. 9, 1877. $ Papers, II. p. 302. 
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last witli huge effort we appoint a man, yes, a real man, to speak; but he 
is well warned that his big brave words at Constantinople shall be well 
understood to be words onlj^ What in the meantime is the state of these 
subject races? It is this ; that their Goyemment is the incarnate curse of 
their existence. If the child can laugh, if the maiden can breathe freely, 
if the mother can tend the house and the father till the field in peace, it is 
when, and so long as, the agents of this Government are not in view ; and 
it only proves that tyrannous Power has not yet found the alchemy, by 
which it can convert human life into one huge mass of misery, uniform 
and uuredeemed. What civilisation longs for, what policy no less than 
humanity requires, is that united Europe, scouted, as we have seen, in its 
highest, its united diplomacy, shall pass sentence in its might, upon a 
Government which unites the vices of the conqueror and the slave, and 
which is lost aUke to truth, to mercy, and to shame. It is not a harsh sen- 
tence, but a mild one, that, at least where its goilt is thus fully proverT, 
where the restoration of respect and confidence is hopeless, it shall submit, 
if not as I should desire to confine its claims to acknowledged dignity and 
liberal tributes,* yet at the very least to such restraints on the exercise of 
administrative power, as all Europe has declared to be indispensable. But 
above all, let us not cover with the name of compromises the new shifts we 
may devise to hide the nakedness of our minds, and the feebleness of our 
wills. A "respite" for Turkey is simply a respite to the criminal, not 
from punishment, but from prevention ; a solemn licence to continue his 
misdeeds. "A year of grace" to Turkey is to Turkey's victims only 
another year of debasement ; of want ; of misery and shame, felt more or 
less keenly by them just in proportion as they may less or more retain the 
higher senses and capabilities of humanity. In this free country, every 
man has his word, and every man his responsibility : the action of every 
man contributes to make up that tide of opinion, which moves the moral 
world. I ask of England, that we redeem the pledges which we gave to 
the subject races by the Crimean War, and by'^the Peace which followed it. 
Let others if they choose invite the spreading of new snares, and walk into 
them in open day. With a share of the responsibility of the Crimean War 
upon me, I respectfully decline to join them : and I have a firm conviction 
that, when the people of England tell their mind to the world and to the 
Porte in the choice of their representatives from time to time, the lesson 
conveyed by their acts, so '^far as it goes, will be, " You shall not do it 
again." 

March 10, 1877. 

* I must, onoe for all, beg leave to assert my strong conviction that the method of a real 
autonomy, superintended from abroad in the transition-stage, is the method by far ihe 
most favoarable, among all that have been proposed, to the Porte itself, as well as to its 
subjects, and to the peace of Enrope. 
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